MGH  Nurses'  Alumnae  Association 

Office  Update 

~ Marlene  Norton 
~ Linda  Orrell 

The  Alumnae  office  has  officially  moved  from  Ruth  Sleeper  Hall  to  Founders  3,  Room  302. 

This  was  the  old  Phillips  House  3,  which  now  is  the  Knight  Nursing  Center  for  Clinical  and 
Professional  Development.  Although  the  office  is  small,  it  is  newly  renovated,  has  good 
temperature  control,  is  within  the  hospital  and  is  accessible  by  elevator. 

Please  note  that  there  are  changes  in  other  addresses  associated  with  this  move. 

The  email  address  is  now:  mghnursealumnae@partners.org. 

The  regular  mail  address  is  the  following: 

MGH  Nurses'  Alumnae  Association 
PO  Box  6234 
Boston,  MA02H4 

The  telephone  number  remains  the  same:  617-726-3144.  Messages  are  picked  up  once  or  twice 
a week.  There  will  be  a new  web  site.  Information  on  that  will  be  forthcoming  when  it  is 
developed. 

VVe  have  finished  decorating  the  office  and  have  many  historical  items  on  display.  The  office  is 
open  only  by  appointment.  If  you  are  going  to  be  in  the  area  and  would  like  to  visit,  please  call 
or  email  at  least  a week  in  advance  so  that  one  of  the  volunteers  in  the  office  can  be  there  to  meet 
you.  The  office  will  be  open  all  day  on  June  5,  the  day  for  the  Dedication  of  the  Knight  Center. 

The  Board  thanks  the  Department  of  Nursing,  especially  Jeanette  Ives  Erikson  and  Brian  French 
and  other  departments  for  making  this  happen.  We  truly  appreciate  being  within  the  hospital 
and  look  forward  to  showing  you  the  new  Alumnae  office. 

Searching  for  Class  Yearbooks 

Over  the  last  several  years,  the  Alumnae  office  has  had  several  requests  for  photos  and 
class  information  of  deceased  nurses  by  family  members.  Now  that  our  alumnae  Office  can 
accommodate  more  historical  items,  I would  like  to  put  out  a request  for  any  class  yearbooks 
that  people  do  not  want.  Treadwell  Library  has  an  extensive  though  not  complete  collection  of 
our  vearbooks.  The  MGH  Institute  also  has  an  extensive  collection. 

j 

In  the  office  are  yearbooks  for  the  years  1939,  1955, 1958,  1975,  1979,  1980,  1981. 

MGH  Institute  has  the  following  years:  1928,  1936  thru  1981. 

If  you  wish  to  donate  any  yearbooks,  please  send  them  to  the  Alumnae  Office  at: 

MGH  Nurses'  Alumnae  Association,  PO  Box  6234,  Boston,  MA  02114. 

Thank  you!  -Marlene  Norton 
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Contributions  to  Loan  Funds  and  Requests  for  loans: 

Fund  Chairperson,  c/o  Alumnae  Office  (Make  checks  payable  to  the  specific  fund) 
When  someone  is  ill:  Service/Hospitality  Committee,  c/o  Alumnae  Office 


General  Information:  requests  for  membership,  alumnae  dues,  change  of  address, 
scholarship  information,  notification  of  deaths,  general  questions: 

Alumnae  Secretary 

c/o  MGH  NAA  Alumnae  Association 
PO  Box  6234,  Boston,  MA  02114 
Phone/FAX  617-726-3144 
Email:  mghnursealumnae@partners.org 

Transcripts:  Mail  $5.00  fee  (payable  to  MGH  Institute)  to: 

Registrar,  Transcript  Requests 

MGH  Institute  of  Health  Professions 
Charlestown  Navy  Yard,  36  First  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02129-4557 
Phone:  (617)726-3140  Fax:  (617)726-8010 
Email:  registrar@mghihp.edu 

In  your  request,  please  include:  your  name  as  it  was  when  you  attended, 
approximate  dates  of  attendance.  Social  Security  Number,  degree  or  diploma 
awarded,  and  complete  address  where  you  would  like  transcript  sent. 


Submissions  to  the  Alumnae  Record  should  be  typed,  and  preferably  emailed 
directly  to  the  editor: 

Marie  Elena  Botte,  MGH  NAA  Editor 

14  Natalie  Avenue,  Melrose,  MA  02176 
Phone  (h):  (781)979-9226 
Email:  mbotie@theworld.com 


DEADLINES  FOR  SUBMISSIONS:  materials  must  be  received  by  May  10 
for  the  Spring/Summer  edition,  October  10  for  the  Fall/Winter  edition. 
Materials  arriving  late  will  be  included  in  the  next  issue. 

Subscription  to  Tiie  Record  is  included  in  membership  dues. 
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Message  From  the  Editor 


Marie  Elena  Botte 

mbotte@theworld.com 

Greetings! 

I hope  this  Edition  of  the  Record  fincis 
you  well  and  enjoying  the  summer. 

I would  like  to  take  a moment  to  let  you 
know  that  after  ten  years  in  her  position 
as  President  of  the  MGH  Institute  of 
Health  Professions,  Ann  Caldwell  will 
be  stepping  down  in  September  2007. 
Ann  Caldwell  has  been  a tireless  friend 
of  nursing  and  the  MGH  School  of  Nurs- 
ing Alumnae  Association  in  particular, 
coming  to  Alumnae  Homecoming  and 
CE  events,  and  inviting  our  group  to  the 
Catherine  Filene  Shouse  Building  for 
both  our  2006  and  2007  Homecoming 
celebrations. 

I learned  at  our  first  meeting  that  she  is 
a lover  of  what  she  calls  'institutional 
history'  and  this  affection  has  become 
manifest  as  a series  of  efforts  directed 
at  preserving  the  history  of  the  MGH 
School  of  Nursing.  She  has  been  a pow- 
erful force  in  safely  housing  the  school's 
archives  as  well  as  ensuring  that  the 
collaborative  MGH  Institute/MGH  NAA 
Oral  History  Project  got  off  to  a solid 
start  with  both  financial  and  human  re- 
sources. Thank  you,  Ann,  for  all  of  your 
hard  work  and  your  wonderful  pres- 
ence. You  will  surely  be  missed. 

In  this  issue,  you  will  find  a wonderful 
paper  by  Roger  Chin,  a nursing  student 
at  the  MGH  Institute,  which  he  wrote 
as  part  of  the  continuing  Oral  History 
collaboration  that  is  happening  between 
the  Institute  and  MGH  SON  graduates. 
He  interviewed  Annia  Giger,  a gradu- 
ate of  the  class  of  1947,  who  had  lots  of 
great  stories  to  tell,  as  I imagine  a great 
many  of  you  do.  I was  able  to  speak 
with  Ms.  Giger,  who  was  impressed  by 


Mr.  Chin  and  with  the  way  he  was  able 
to  weave  her  personal  history  within  a 
wider  social  and  political  context.  It  is 
my  sincere  hope  that  reading  this  pa- 
per will  prompt  even  more  MGH  SON 
alumnae  to  take  part  in  this  worthwhile 
collaborative  venture. 

For  those  of  you  with  milestone  Reunion 
years  (40th,  50th,  etc)  remember  that 
Homecoming  is  a wonderful  way  to 
reconnect  with  friends  and  colleagues 
from  school  days  or  to  make  some  new 
friends  in  nursing-  hope  to  see  you 
there! 

Marie  Elena  Botte 

MGH  NAA  Publications  Editor 


On  the  Cover: 

Alumna  Jennie  (Kwai-Jun  Chang)  Ernst 
does  Eggery,  and  she  made  this  lovely  piece. 
The  egg  is  from  a rheas  which  is  a South 
American  cousin  of  the  ostrich.  They  are 
about  six  feet  tall  and  weigh  around  150 
pounds. 

The  egg  was  decorated  on  the  outside  with 
the  black  and  white  check  materials  worn 
by  the  student  nurses  at  the  MGH  School  of 
Nursiiag,  a silhouette  of  the  nurse  and  cap. 
The  nurses  pin  and  miniature  cap  added  to 
the  theme  and  decor  of  the  egg.  A paper  cut- 
out of  The  Nursing  Sundial  sculpture  rests 
inside  the  egg. 


News  from  the  MGH  Community 


MGH  Nursing  Update  from 
Jeanette  Ives  Erickson 

Nurse  Recognition  Week  2007 

At  MGH,  Nurse  Recognition  Week  is 
a time  to  reflect  upon  the  important 
contributions  of  nurses  to  the  quality 
of  care,  culture  of  learning,  and 
collaborative  environment.  This  year's 
celebration,  which  ran  from  May  6 
through  11,  featured  national  speakers 
on  timely  topics  in  nursing  and 
healthcare,  a myriad  of  research  events, 
and  opportunities  for  nurses  to  network 
— all  designed  to  honor  the  hard  work, 
dedication  and  enthusiasm  of  MGH 
nurses  and  to  thank  them  for  all  that 
they  do. 

The  events  kicked  off  with  a staff  nurse 
breakfast  May  6,  which,  together  with 
a second  one  May  10,  was  attended  by 
more  than  2,000  nurses.  On  May  7,  the 
MGH  hosted  two  national  speakers: 
Be\^erly  Malone,  RN,  PhD,  FAAN,  chief 
executive  officer  of  the  National  League 
for  Nursing;  and  Patricia  S.  Yoder-Wise, 
RN,  EdD,  CNAA-BC,  FAAN,  president 
of  the  American  Nurses  Credentialing 
Center.  Dr.  Malone  spoke  about 
professionalism  and  the  importance  of 
nurses  in  patients'  lives,  while  Dr.  Yoder- 
Wise,  whose  organization  oversees 
Magnet  designation,  presented  the  latest 
research  from  the  Gallup  Organization 
about  how  to  engage  the  workforce. 

Nursing  research  was  Tuesday's 
focus,  and  two  teams  of  MGH  nurses 
presented  their  findings  in  the  morning 
scientific  sessions.  The  13th  annual 
Yvonne  L.  Munn  Nursing  Research 


Awards  and  Nursing  Research  Lecture 
took  place  in  the  afternoon.  Dorothy 
Jones,  RN,  EdD,  FAAN,  newly- 
appointed  Director  of  the  Yvonne  E. 
Munn  Center  of  Nursing  Research 
presented  four  research  grants  to 
teams  of  MGH  nurses  and  c')iie  post- 
doctoral fellowship.  Cheryl  Beck,  RN, 
DNSc,  CNM,  FAAN,  of  the  University 
of  Connecticut  School  of  Nursing, 
delivered  the  annual  lecture,  entitled 
"Cultivating  a Program  of  Research: 
Merging  Clinical  and  Research 
Interests." 

On  Wednesday,  MGH  nurses  enjoyed 
a special  performance  by  Kathleen 
Duckett,  RN,  director  of  Clinical 
Programs  for  Partners  Home  Care. 

In  her  one-woman  show,  "Florence 
Nightingale,  a Medical  Revolutionary," 
Ms.  Duckett  told  the  inspiring  story 
about  the  founder  of  modern  nursing. 

The  week's  events  culminated  with 
my  special  address  to  MGH  nurses, 
titled  "Nurses:  Everyday  Heroes."  In 
this  multimedia  presentation,  I spoke 
to  a capacity  crowd  in  the  O'Keeffe 
Auditorium  about  the  nature  of 
heroism  and  the  situations  in  which 
one  encounters  it.  I discussed  "the  eight 
qualities  of  nurses  as  heroes,"  which 
were  courage,  honesty  and  integrity, 
caring,  helping  others,  focus  and  skill, 
belief  in  others  and  oneself,  innovation, 
and  the  willingness  to  take  a journey. 

I closed  my  presentation  by  thanking 
MGH  nurses  for  their  indispensable 
contributions  to  the  MGH  by  saying, 
"Tm  privileged  to  be  surrounded  by 
3800  heroes." 


Transforming  Care  at  the  Bedside 
Grant  (TCAB) 

I am  pleased  to  announce 
that  MGH  is  the  recipient  of  a 
Transforming  Care  at  the  Bedside 
(TCAB)  grant. 

This  grant,  sponsored  by  the 
Robert  Wood  Johnson  Foundation 
and  the  Institute  for  Health 
Care  Improvement  (IHI)  and 
administered  by  the  American 
Organization  of  Nurse  Executives 
(AONE),  has  as  its  goal  to  increase 
the  time  nurses  spend  in  direct 
patient  care  to  70%. 

TCAB  units  also  seek  to 
redesign  processes  to  enhance 
the  admission  and  discharge 
processes,  improve  handoffs. 


streamline  documentation,  and 
optimize  routine  care  processes. 
The  MGH  TCAB  unit  staff  will 
begin  a process  of  learning  and 
applying  a series  of  new  tools  to 
help  change  practice  and  improve 
decision  making  at  the  unit  level. 
The  Center  for  Innovations  in 
Care  Delivery  is  the  coordinating 
structure  within  MGH  and 
White  10  General  Medicine  will 
be  the  unit  engaged  in  the  grant 
activities.  One  of  the  expectations 
of  the  grant  is  that  lessons 
learned  on  this  unit  be  shared 
and  disseminated  throughout  the 
hospital.  Work  on  the  grant  begins 
in  June  and  will  extend  for  two 
years.  I'll  keep  you  posted! 


2007 

Price  List  Gift  Items 

Key  Ring  (Pin) 

$20.00 

Tote  Bag  (Sundial) 

$20.00 

Note  paper  (10  with  Nurse) 

$10.00 

Note  paper  (6  with  Sundial) 

$10.00 

Full  color  Note  (1  with  Sundial) 

$3.50 

Mugs 

$10.00 

Umbrella 

$15.00 

Sun  Catcher  (Sundial) 

$15.00 

Please  add  $5.00  for  shipping  to 

all  orders  and  allow  two  weeks  for 

delivery. 

The  Norman  Knight  Nursing 
Center  for  Clinical  & 
Professional  Development 

The  finishing  touches  on  plans 
for  the  dedication  of  The  Norman 
Knight  Nursing  Center  for  Clinical 
and  Professional  Development  on 
June  5,  2007  from  1:30  - 3:00pm 
under  the  Bulfinch  Tent  are 
underway  as  this  edition  of  The 
Record  goes  to  press. 

Formal  remarks  will  be  made  in 
the  afternoon  and  tours  of  the 
newly-renovated,  state-of-the- 
art  Center  will  be  available  for 
interested  guests.  Hope  some  of 
you  were  able  to  attend! 


Nursing  Education  is  on  the  Move: 

The  MGH  Institute  of  Health  Professions  Announces 
Two  New  Nursing  Programs 


The  Graduate  Program  in  Nursing  is 
proud  to  announce  the  approval  of 
two  new  degrees.  A Doctor  of  Nursing 
Practice  (DNP)  will  begin  September 
2007;  while  an  Accelerated  BSN 
Program  will  open  in  May  2008. 

The  faculty  has  worked  intensely  with 
input  from  Partners  nursing  experts 
to  develop  these  programs.  Both 
programs  are  intended  to  respond 
to  societal  and  health  care  system 
needs.  While  the  Accelerated  BSN 
program  received  approval  in  Fall 
2006,  the  program  requires  extensive 
planning  to  secure  the  faculty  and 
clinical  resources  to  support  successful 
implementation.  The  DNP  program  is 
a new  degree  nationally  and  approval 
required  an  extensive  national  site 
visit  as  part  of  the  process,  with  final 
approval  received  in  April  2007.  The 
Graduate  Program  in  Nursing  has 
been  supported  in  their  efforts  by  the 
Institute  administration  and  faculty. 
Additional  faculty  will  be  hired  to 
support  both  programs. 

The  Accelerateci  BSN  builds  on  the 
success  of  the  current  entry-level 
master's  program,  anci  integrates  many 
of  the  successful  course  elements  of  the 
generalist  or  pre-licensure  portion  of 
the  curriculum.  Nationally,  accelerated 
programs  are  one  of  the  fasted  growing 


trends  in  nursing  education,  as  they 
offer  an  innovative  pathway  into  the 
profession. 

The  Institute  will  offer  an  intensive  14- 
month  curriculum  to  earn  a BSN  and 
prepare  for  licensure  as  a registered 
nurse.  Open  to  persons  with  a 
baccalaureate  degree  in  a non-nursing 
field,  applicants  complete  selected 
pre-requisites  prior  to  matriculation. 
Pre-requisites  will  include  courses  in 
anatomy  and  physiology,  microbiology, 
chemistry,  nutrition,  and  statistics. 

This  program  also  will  offer  an 
optional  residency  that  is  intended 
to  prepare  nurses  who  wish  to  start 
their  staff  nurse  career  in  hospitals  and 
community  settings.  Information  about 
the  BSN  is  on  bsn.mghihp.edu. 

The  Doctor  of  Nursing  Practice  (DNP) 
is  the  newest  degree  in  nursing, 
designed  to  educate  nurses  for  the 
highest  levels  of  leadership  roles  in 
the  increasingly  complex  management 
of  health  care  delivery.  Developed  in 
response  to  the  American  Association 
of  Colleges  of  Nursing  (AACN) 

2004  decision  that  advanced  practice 
education  for  nurses  should  move  from 
the  master's  to  the  doctoral  level  by 
the  year  2015,  the  DNP  is  cin  important 
movement  forward  in  the  nursing 
profession's  commitment  to  society. 


ensuring  advanced  practice  nurses 
are  well  prepared  to  partner  with 
physicians  and  others  health  care  team 
members  to  provide  high  quality  care 
to  all. 

All  DNP  programs  must  demonstrate 
that  they  provide  students  with 
essential  competencies  developed  by 
the  AACN.  In  line  with  the  AACN 
recommendations,  the  Commission 
on  Collegiate  Nursing  Education 
(CCNE)  is  developing  the  standards 
and  process  for  accreditation  of  DNP 
programs.  The  AACN  has  encouraged 
institutions  offering  nursing  degrees 
to  provide  transitional  programs  for 
currently  prepared  master's  nurses  to 
receive  the  DNP  degree.  Many  of  the 
DNP  programs  rely  heavily  on  web- 
based  instruction,  and/or  self-paced 
learning  using  videocassettes  to  gain 
access  to  coursework. 

One  of  a handful  of  institutions  in  New 
England  to  offer  the  DNP  degree,  the 
MGH  Institute  of  Health  Professions 
has  designed  a rigorous  but  flexible 
program,  providing  students  the 
option  of  full-  or  part-time  study,  a 
mix  of  online  and  hybrid  classroom 
instruction,  and  course  schedules  that 
can  accommodate  the  demands  of 
career  and  personal  life. 

The  DNP  will  require  education  in 
areas  such  as  health  care  economics 
and  financing,  measurement  of 
health  care  outcomes,  health  care 
informatics,  and  evidence  based 
practice.  The  intent  is  to  further 
prepare  advanced  practice  nurses  (NP, 
CNS)  to  lead  new  efforts  to  improve 
accountability— not  only  in  direct 
patient  care,  but  within  the  health  care 
system.  With  their  advanced  practice 


expertise,  DNP  graduates  will  make 
a positive  difference  in  health  care 
systems,  locally  or  globally;  whether 
as  managers  of  quality  initiatives, 
executives  in  health  care  organizations, 
directors  of  clinical  programs,  or 
faculty  responsible  for  clinical  teaching 
for  the  next  generation  of  nurses. 

Building  on  the  master's  in  nursing 
curriculum,  the  MGH  Institute  will 
offer  a transitional  DNP  program 
that  includes  43  credits  of  instruction, 
with  the  potential  to  waive  credit  for 
previous  professional  and  academic 
work  through  a post-admissions 
portfolio  process. 

In  addition  to  the  core  DNP  courses, 
students  will  be  able  to  focus  on 
elective  areas  in  advanced  practice, 
nursing  administration,  applied  health 
care  informatics,  clinical  investigation, 
global  health,  and  teaching  and 
learning.  During  the  clinical  residency 
phase  of  the  program,  DNP  candidates 
complete  an  integrative  independent 
capstone  project  that  addresses  a 
clinical  problem  related  to  their  practice 
interest  and  or  residency. 

The  program  has  received  very  positive 
response  to  both  new  programs 
from  potential  students  and  clinical 
parhiers.  The  nursing  program 
expects  to  seek  CCNE  accreditation 
for  both  new  programs  at  the  earliest 
possible  date,  most  likely  in  2008. 

With  approximately  20-30  new 
doctoral  students  and  50  Accelerated 
BSN  students,  the  Institute  nursing 
program  is  continuing  to  grow;  and 
will  now  have  the  potential  to  offer 
the  full  range  of  professional  nursing 
degrees. 


Honor  Society  News 

On  another  note,  the  program  has 
submitted  an  application  to  be 
chartered  as  an  official  chapter  of  the 
National  Honor  Society,  Sigma  Theta 
Tau.  The  application  will  be  reviewed 
at  the  Fall  2007  Internal  meeting  in 
Baltimore,  MD.  When  approved, 
community  members,  such  as  MGH 
SON  alumni  with  a BSN  or  higher 
degree  will  be  invited  to  join.  We  will 
keep  you  posted  on  our  progress. 

The  nursing  faculty  and  alums  of  the 
Instihite  have  been  working  toward  this 
goal  over  the  past  three  years.  If  all  goes 
on  schedule  we  hope  to  have  the  official 
charter  ceremony  in  Spring  2008. 

SAVE  THE  DATES! 

Homecoming  2007: 

CE  Program: 

Friday 

September  28,  2007 

O'Keeffe  Auditorium 

Homecoming: 

Saturday 

September  29,  2007 

MGH  Institute 


The  2008  Spring  program 
will  be  at  the  O'Keeffe 
Auditorium  on 
Friday,  April  4,  2008. 

Homecoming  2008: 

CE  Program: 

Friday 

September  26,  2008 
O'Keeffe  Auditorium 

Homecoming: 

Saturday 

September  27,  2008 
TEA 


Homecoming  2007 

The  MGH  Institute  of  Health  Professions 
Welcomes  the  MGH  Nurses'  Alumnae  Association 


September  29,  2007  Homecoming 

The  MGH  Institute  of  Health  Profes- 
sions is  proud  to  welcome  the  MGH 
School  of  Nursing  alumnae  to  the  Insti- 
tute's Catherine  Filene  Shouse  Building 
for  its  2007  Homecoming  event. 

Located  in  the  historic  Charlestown 
Navy  Yard,  the  Shouse  Building  houses 
all  of  the  Institute's  classrooms  and  ac- 
tivities (except  for  clinical  prachcums). 

In  addition,  the  official  archives  of  the 
MGH  School  of  Nursing  (catalogued 
and  boxed  up  by  the  late  Helen  Sher- 
win)  are  now  located  onsite  at  the  MGH 
Institute,  in  an  environmentally  con- 
trolled room  which  was  funded  by  a 
grant  from  the  MGH  NAA. 

The  MGH  Institute  looks  forward  to 
showing  off  its  facility,  such  as  the  nurs- 
ing skills  labs-as  well  as  the  archives-to 
all  of  you. 

The  MGH  Institute  will  provide  free, 
hosted  parking  in  the  navy  yard  parking 
garage  adjacent  to  MGH's  Building  149, 
which  is  just  two  blocks  from  the  Shouse 
Building. 

The  Partner'  shuttle  bus  also  runs  be- 
tween Building  149  and  the  Institute,  for 
those  who  prefer  not  to  walk. 


Optional  Saturday  Sessions 

SimMan  Demo:  Experience  a live  dem- 
onstration of  the  latest  in  case-based 
simulation  technology  for  health  care 
professionals.  SimMan  can  not  only 
mimic  an  array  of  vital  signs,  but  can  be 
programmed  to  test  students  reactions 
under  various  conditions.  Presented  by 
Associate  Professor  Sue  Myers,  PhD,  RN. 

Student  Panel  Presentation:  Hear  from 
current  Institute  nursing  students  about 
what  it's  like  to  enter  the  field  as  a career 
changer,  how  clinical  rotations  have 
evolved,  and  how  new  technologies 
have  impacted  the  delivery  of  care. 


Class  Contacts: 

50th  Reunion,  1957,  March  1958 
Please  class  notes  section  for  details. 

40th  Reunion,  1967 

Sue  Spilman  Pappas (610)258-7522  H 

sue.pnppas@rcn.com 
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www.mghihp.edu/alumni/mghnaa 


Other  class  contacts,  please  contact  the 
Homecoming  Committee. 

Mari/  Caira,  Chair 
mcairn44@comcnst.net 


Friday,  September  28 

MASSACHUSETTS  GENERAL  HOSPITAL 

O'Keeffe  Auditorium  * 

55  Fruit  Street,  Boston 


Prelim  inn  ry  Progra  m: 

Sam 

• Registration 
9am: 

• Greetings  from  the  MGH  Nursing 
Department 

9:30am 

• Helen  Sherwin  Memorial  Lecture 
Mary  Guanci,  RNCS 

MGH  Neuroscience  Service; 

Topic:  State  of  the  Art  & Science  of 
Neuroscience  Nursing  at  MGH 

10:30am:  Break 

10:45am 

• 50th  Year  Class  Member  Presentation: 
Reflections  on  a Multifaceted  Career  in 
Nursing 

Cynthia  Locke  Day,  RN 
11:45am 

• Greetings  from  MGH  Institute 
12:15pm 

• Wrap-up  & Evaluation 

• MGH  NAA  will  validate  parking  at  the  TD 
BankNorth  parking  garage. 


Saturday,  September  29 

MGH  INSTITUTE  OF  HEALTH  PROFESSIONS 

Catherine  Filene  Shouse  Building 
Charlestown  Navy  Yard 

Optional,  Free  Pre-Programs 
9am 

• Registration,  hosted  coffee  &:  juice 
9:30am  - 10:30am 

• Demonstration  of  SimMan,  a state- 
of-the  art,  programmable  patient 
simulator 

10:30am  - 11:30am 

• Panel  discussion  featuring  MGH 
Institute  nursing  students 

15-minute  break 

11:30am  - 1pm 

• Registration,  reception,  class  photos 
1pm  - 3pm 

• Lunch 

• MGH  NAA  Business  Meeting 

• Coffee  & Dessert 


A registration  form  for  both  the  Friday  Continuing  Education  program 
and  Saturday's  Homecoming  activities  can  be  found  on  page  41. 


Hotel  Options  for 
Homecoming  Weekend: 

Attendees  have  a variety  of  options 
to  consider  for  nearby  accommoda- 
tions, all  of  which  are  within  walking 
distance  of  restaurants.  Prices  listed 
reflect  current  published. 

There  are  two  options  within  the 
navy  yard: 

♦ Constitution  Inn  617-241-8400 
WWW.  constitutioninn.  com, 

Mention  'MGH'  for  $99  rate 

♦ Marriott  Residence  Inn  on 
Tudor  Wharf  617-242-9000 
www.marriott.com,  all-suite  hotel, 
Mention  MGH  NAA  for  $229  rate  (if 
reserved  by  Sept.  1) 

The  MBTA  inner  harbor  water  fer- 
ry provides  direct  access  to  the 
Charlestown  Navy  Yard  from  Long 
Wharf/Aquarium  for  just  $1.50  each 
way  (10  minute  ride).  Two  hotels 
just  steps  from  the  harbor  ferry  in- 
clude: 

♦ Harborside  Inn  888-723-7565 
www.harborsideinnboston.com, 
starting  at  $219  per  night 

♦ Boston  Marriott  Long  Wharf 

617-227-0800,  www.marriott.com, 
starting  at  $349  per  night. 

Alternately,  for  those  wishing  to  stay 
near  the  MGH  campus,  and  travel  to 
the  navy  yard  via  the  Partners  shut- 
tle bus,  there  are  several  options 
including: 

♦ Holiday  Inn  Select  Boston 
Government  Center  800-315- 
2621 

www.hisboston.com  (Mention  MGH 
Reunion  for  $285  rate) 

The  Partners  shuttle  bus  runs  contin- 
uously between  MGH,  North  Station 
and  the  Charlestown  Navy  Yard.  The 
navy  yard  is  easily  accessible  from 
the  Mass  Pike  and  1-93,  as  well  as 
via  public  transportation. 


Directions  to  the  MGH  Institute 

www.mghihp.edul  directions 

FROM  THE  NORTH  via  1-93:  Take  exit  28 
"Boston/Sullivan  Square/Charlestown”  to 
Maffa  Way.  Take  a slight  right  onto  Ruther- 
ford Avenue.  Get  in  the  left  hand  lane  and 
turn  left  onto  Chelsea  Street.  Follow  Chelsea 
Street  to  3rd  traffic  light  and  turn  right  at 
5th  Street.  Go  one  block  (5th  Street  dead- 
ends) and  turn  left  onto  1st  Avenue. 

FROM  THE  NORTH  via  RTE.  IS:  Follow 
Rte.  IS  over  Tobin  Bridge  ($3  toll).  Take 
"Charlestown/Somerville"  exit.  At  hrst  light, 
turn  right  onto  Rutherford  Avenue  and  bear 
immediately  to  the  left  turn  lane.  At  light, 
turn  left  onto  Chelsea  Street.  Follow  Chelsea 
Street  to  third  traffic  light  and  turn  right  at 
5th  Street.  Go  one  block  (5th  Street  dead- 
ends) and  turn  left  onto  1st  Avenue. 

FROM  THE  SOUTH  via  1-93:  Take  the  Gov- 
ernment Center,  Exit  23.  Stay  in  the  right- 
hand  lane.  Stay  straight  onto  Cross  Street. 
Turn  slightly  right  onto  Joe  Tecce  Way/N. 
Washington  Street.  N.  Washington  Street 
turns  into  Rutherford  Street/MA-99.  At  end 
of  bridge  turn  right  onto  Chelsea  Street. 
Follow  Chelsea  Street  to  third  traffic  light 
and  turn  right  at  5th  Street.  Go  one  block 
(5th  Street  dead-ends)  and  turn  left  onto  1st 
Avenue. 

FROM  THE  WEST:  Take  the  Mass  Turnpike 
(1-90)  to  1-93  North  — follow  directions  for 
"FROM  THE  SOUTH  via  1-93,"  above. 

By  Subway  (Green,  Orange  lines) 

Take  commuter  rail.  Green  line,  or  Orange 
line  to  North  Station.  From  there,  take  Part- 
ners Shuttle: 

By  Partners  Shuttle 

Take  any  Farmers  shuttle  displaying  an 
"MGH/CNY"  placard,  which  departs  Mas- 
sachusetts General  Hospital  every  hfteen 
minutes  on  the  quarter  hour,  beginning  at 
5:30am  Monday  to  Friday  (every  half  hour 
on  weekends  beginning  at  9:00am)  from 
the  shuttle  stop  located  between  the  Jack- 
son  Building  doors  and  the  Blossom  Street 
loading  dock  (after  6pm,  it  movies  to  Gray 
Building  doors). 


From  MGFi  the  shuttle  stops  at  North 
Station  - at  the  intersection  of  Canal  and 
Causeway  Streets  - on  its  way  to  the  Navy 
Yard.  Take  the  second  shuttle  stop  after 
North  Station,  which  is  the  intersection  of 
Chelsea  Street  and  5th  Street  ("Gate  4"). 
From  5th  Street,  walk  one  block  to  the  stop 
sign  and  turn  left  onto  1st  Avenue.  The  Part- 
ners shuttle  is  free  to  all  riders. 

By  Inner  Harbor  Ferry  (from  Long  Wharf) 

The  Navy  Yard  can  be  reached  from  Long 
Wharf,  (Aquarium,  Blue  line),  which  is  with- 
in walking  distance  of  South  Station  (Red 
line)  and  State  Street  (Orange,  Blue  lines). 

The  ferry  drops  passengers  off  at  the  end  of 
Terry  Ring  Way.  Walk  up  Terry  Ring  Way 
toward  1st  Avenue,  past  the  public  park  and 
Korean  War  Veterans  Memorial.  The  Shouse 
Building  will  be  on  the  right,  adjacent  to  the 
park.  The  Long  Wharf  ferry  operates  Mon- 
day to  Friday  from  6:30am  - 8pm,  and  on 
Saturdays  from  10:00am  - 6:00pm. 

Cost:  Inner  Harbor  Ferry  is  $1. 70/adults  or 
$0. 85/seniors,  one  \vay.  Monthly  commuter 
rail  Zone  1 A - 8 passes,  1-Day  or  7-Day 


LinkPasses  are  also  accepted. 

Parking 

Limited  metered  parking  is  available  along 
1st  Avenue.  To  get  to  the  parking  garage 
from  the  Shouse  Building,  follow  the  posted 
blue  "Parking"  street  signs  and  continue 
along  1st  Avenue  to  13th  Street  and  turn  left. 
Go  two  short  blocks  and  turn  right  onto  5th 
Avenue  to  parking  garage  entrance. 

The  parking  garage  operates  24  hours  a day. 
The  daily  public  parking  rate  is  $3  for  the 
first  hour  and  $1  for  each  additional  half- 
hour.  After  six  hours,  the  all-day  rate  of  $14 
is  charged.  Parking  is  free  for  MGH  SON 
alumnae  attending  the  luncheon  on  Septem- 
ber 29,  2007.  Obtain  validation  when  you 
check-in. 

Walking  from  the  Parking  Garage 

Exit  the  parking  garage  onto  13th  Street. 
Turn  left  and  walk  two  short  blocks  (toward 
the  water)  to  1st  Avenue.  Turn  right  and 
walk  two  blocks  down  1st  Avenue  to  the 
Shouse  Building. 


s. 
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student  Paper  Award 


MGH  Nurses'  Alumnae  Association  Accepting  Entries  for  Student  Paper  Award 


The  MGH  NAA  is  accepting 
submissions  from  students  of  MGH 
Institute  of  Health  Professions  Graduate 
Program  in  Nursing  for  the  Student 
Paper  Award. 

Awards  will  be  made  in  October  and 
May  annually.  Deadline  for  submission  is 
October  10  and  May  10  each  year. 

The  purpose  of  this  award  is  to  provide 
a mechanism  by  which  to  recognize 
outstanding  students  for  creative  and 
innovative  writing  skills  in  defining 
what  nursing  is  to  them  or  a topic  of 
current  interest  in  nursing. 

The  winning  paper  will  be  recognized  as 
follows: 

^ A $750  cash  award 

^ The  paper  will  be  published  in  The 

Record 


Eligibility  and  Requirements: 

This  award  is  open  to  all  students  of 
MGH  Institute's  Graduate  Program  in 
Nursing  at  the  time  of  submission.  The 
paper  must  be  submitted  in  electronic 
form  for  publication  (MS  Word  or  rich 
text  format)  to  Lindaorrell@aol.com  and  to 
MGHNAA@aol.com  by  October  10  for  the 
fall  award  and  by  May  10  for  the  spring 
award.  The  paper  should  not  exceed  10 
pages  including  references,  tables,  and 
figures.  Include  name,  email  address, 
mailing  address,  and  phone  number 
with  the  submission. 


Review  Criteria: 

The  Communications  and  Publications 
Committee  of  the  MGH  NAA  will 
review 

papers  and  decisions  are  up  to  the 
discretion  of  the  committee.  The 
decisions  will  focus  on  the  ideas 
presented,  writing  style,  and  the  general 
interest  of  the  topic  to  the  members  of 
the  Alumnae  Association. 


Notification: 

All  submissions  will  be  notified  by  email 
when  the  submission  is  received  and  the 
winning  award  recipient  will  be  notified 
by  email  and  in  written  form  within  two 
weeks  after  the  submission  deadline. 


The  MGH  Nurses'  Alumnae  Association 
is  proud  to  print  this  year's  winning 
paper,  by  Roger  Chin,  on  the  following 
pages. 


Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
Nursing  Education  Alumnae 
Oral  History  Project 


Mrs.  Annia  Lowe  Giger 

Massnchusetts  General  Hospital  Sclwol  of  Nursing 
February  Glass  of  1947 

Roger  Chin 

NS  601  History  of  Nursing  Ideas 
Professor  Karen  A.  Wolf,  PhD,  APRN-BC 
December  4,  2006 

Annia  (Ann)  Lowe  was  born  in  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts  in  October,  1925,  the 
second  of  five  children.  As  a first  generation  Chinese  American  whose  first  language 
\vas  Chinese,  she  attended  the  New  Bedford  public  schools,  where  she  learned  Eng- 
lish. At  the  time.  New  Bedford's  population  was  estimated  at  around  90,000;  though 
mixed  (predominantly  Caucasians,  Portuguese,  and  African  Americans),  there  were 
only  5 Chinese  families  living  there  then.  Growing  up,  Ann  always  wanted  to  be  a 
nurse,  even  though  she  had  no  hospital  background.  She  attributes  this  to  her  mater- 
nal aunt,  Mak  Kwok  Yu,  a nurse  who  graduated  from  a missionary  nursing  school  in 
Canton,  China,  in  1925,  the  year  Ann  was  born.  To  this  day,  Ann  thinks  of  herself  as 
"a  second-generation  nurse".  Ann's  niece,  Judith  Fong  Bressler  of  Seattle,  Washing- 
ton, and  Bainbridge  Island,  Washington,  is  a third  generation  nurse,  and  a June  1968 
graduate  c')f  MGH  SON. 


Figure  1.  Mnk  Kzvok  Yu  (front  row,  2nd  from  the  left),  sister  ofMnk  Shee  Lowe  (Ann  Lowe's 
mother),  on  her  graduation  day  in  1925,  from  a missionary  nursing  school  in  Canton,  China 

Ann's  family  supported  themselves  by  operating  the  restaurant  they  owned  in  New 
Bedford,  but  Ann  realized  that  working  in  a restaurant  was  not  the  future  she  wanted 
for  herself.  Without  any  Chinese  classmates  or  playmates,  she  grew  up  like  any 
other  American  kid,  and  often  "didn't  think  of  herself  as  Chinese".  Ann  describes 
her  childhood  as  typical,  even  participating  in  The  Girl  Scouts.  Yet  it  was  not  an  easy 
time  for  her  mother,  Mak  Shee  Lowe.  In  December  of  1931,  near  the  beginning  of 
The  Depression,  Ann's  father  passed  away,  leaving  her  mother  alone  to  raise  5 small 
children.  Furthermore,  difficulties  of  communication  exacerbated  by  political  bar- 
riers caused  by  the  tumultuous  changes  leading  up  to  China's  unfortunate  move  to 
communism  which  further  isolated  the  Lowe  family,  so  they  assimilated  into  Ameri- 
can culture  as  best  they  could. 

The  Depression  was  a difficult  time  for  the  nursing  profession.  "Nurses  were  affect- 
ed by  the  massive  unemployment:  an  estimated  8,000  to  10,000  graduates  were  out  of 
work.  In  1932,  a campaign  to  promote  the  hiring  of  graduate  nurses  and  discontinue 
training  schools  along  with  provision  for  an  8-hour  day  for  nurses  was  launched 
by  the  American  Nurses  Association"  (P.  A.  Kalisch  and  B.  J.  Kalisch,  2004,  pg.  271). 
However,  there  was  one  new  career  option  for  nurses.  "As  the  Depression  deepened, 
a new  field  opened  up  for  a limited  number  of  nurses  as  airplane  travel  became  com- 
mon. To  improve  their  image  and  counter  the  widespread  fear  of  flying,  air  transport 
companies  were  determined  to  make  their  mode  of  travel  appear  to  be  as  safe  and 
healthy  as  possible,  by  having  a trained  health  provider  on  hand  for  all  emergen- 
cies created  a new  role  for  the  nurse.  There  were  few  other  lines  of  work  open  to 
the  nurse  that  offered  such  thrilling  experiences  as  the  post  of  nurse-stewardess  on 
one  of  the  early  passenger  planes  of  the  major  air  transport  lines.  Beginning  in  mid- 
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1930,  the  major  airlines  would  employ  only  graduate  nurses  of  proven  ability,  and 
although  the  field  was  new  and  positions  were  relatively  few,  the  work  had  a strong 
appeal.  The  title  'stewardess'  was  used  even  though  it  was  considered  inadequate. 
'Nurse'  was  a term  too  suggestive  of  the  occurrence  of  illness  en  route,  a contingency 
that  arose  much  less  frequently  than  was  generally  supposed"  (P.  A.  Kalisch  and  B.  J. 
Kalisch,  2004,  pg.  274). 

"This  nurse-stewardess  was  instructed  to  always  remain  calm  and  composed,  no 
matter  how  grave  the  crisis.  Early  passenger  planes  did  not  have  pressurized  cabins, 
and  when  the  planes  climbed  higher  than  12,000  feet,  many  passengers  experienced 
nausea.  Airsickness  could,  in  most  cases,  be  prevented  by  systemic  alkalinization 
before  starting  on  a trip,  and  when  it  occurred,  the  use  of  an  alkaline  effervescent 
was  often  sufficient  to  overcome  it.  If  there  were  any  signs  of  faintness,  the  patient 
might  be  entirely  relieved  by  inhalation  from  a crushed  ammonia  ampule.  The 
nurse-stewardess  also  carried  amobarbital,  which  helped  to  induce  sleep  in  nause- 
ated passengers  and  was  also  useful  in  caring  for  extremely  nervous  travelers"  (P.  A. 
Kalisch  and  B.  J.  Kalisch,  2004,  pg.  275). 

Regardless,  Ann's  high  school  education  focused  her  training  on  college-prepara- 
tory courses,  which  required  four  years  of  language  shidies,  including  two  years  of 
Latin,  and  two  years  of  French.  Her  studies  also  included  anatomy,  physiology,  biol- 
ogy, and  geometry.  Even  then,  her  goal  was  to  prepare  herself  for  nursing  school. 

In  June  of  1943,  Ann  graduated  cum  laude,  and  she  applied  to  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  (MGH)  School  of  nursing.  At  the  time,  the  school  required  all  ap- 
plicants to  attend  an  interview,  accompanied  by  a parent.  Since  her  mother  could 
not  speak  English,  Ann's  high  school  guidance  counselor,  Susan  B.  Shennan,  went 
with  Ann  on  the  train  from  New  Bedford  to  Boston  for  her  interview  with  Miss  Sally 
Johnson,  and  accompanied  her  in  place  of  Ann's  parent. 

World  War  11  was  underway  (started  in  December  1941),  and  there  was  a shortage 
of  nurses.  Because  of  this,  hospitals  were  being  stripped  of  mature  graduates,  and 
newly  graduated  nursing  students  were  joining  the  armed  forces.  To  meet  the  de- 
mand, Congress  established  The  United  States  Cadet  Nurse  Corps  on  June  15,  1943, 
when  the  Nurse  Training  Act  of  1943  became  effective.  By  signing  up,  the  govern- 
ment would  pay  for  your  education,  including  tuition,  books,  and  uniforms.  The 
Cadet  Nurse  Corps  brought  almost  170,000  cadets  into  1,125  of  the  country's  1,300 
schools  of  nursing  between  July  1943  and  October  1945  (S.  Perkins,  1975,  pg.  316). 

For  Ann,  this  was  the  only  way  she  and  her  family  could  pay  for  her  education  be- 
yond high  school. 

Admission  guidelines  were  strict,  and  included  weight  and  age  requirements. 

"Since  1919,  the  entrance  requirements  for  nursing  schools  in  Massachusetts  had 
been  specified  by  the  State  Board  of  Registration  of  Nurses"  (S.  Perkins,  1975,  pg. 
236).  As  a condition  for  admission,  Ann  had  to  gain  sufficient  weight  ("eating  a lot 
of  bananas")  so  that  she  weighed  at  least  100  pounds.  In  response  to  the  nursing 
shortage,  new  classes  were  being  admitted  twice  a year  (S.  Perkins,  1975,  pg.  237). 

At  the  time,  "only  mature  young  ladies"  were  admitted  into  the  program;  appli- 
cants had  to  be  at  least  18  years  of  age  upon  entry  into  The  MGH  School  of  Nursing. 
Ann's  birthday  was  in  October,  so  she  was  only  eligible  for  consideration  for  entry  in 
February,  1944,  rather  than  September  1943.  Happily,  Ann  learned  she  was  admitted 


to  the  February  1944  group  of  students,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Cadet  Nurse  pro- 
gram. Leaving  home  for  the  first  time,  Ann  moved  to  Boston,  joining  91  other  stu- 
dents making  up  the  February  Class  of  1947,  never  to  return  home.  In  1944  the  need 
was  so  great,  there  was  also  a second  class  entering  in  July  (referred  to  as  the  July 
Section)  and  a third  class  entering  in  September  of  1944  (referred  to  as  the  September 
Section).  Ann  was  a member  of  the  first  class  to  enter  the  School  of  Nursing  under 
Miss  Sally  Johnson  as  Director  of  Nurses,  a class  that  went  on  to  graduate  under 
Miss  Ruth  Sleeper,  who  became  the  next  Director  of  Nurses. 

As  a student,  what  Ann  refers  to  as  "her  probation  days",  she  lived  in  Thayer  House 
dormitory  at  MGH,  under  strict  rules.  She  was  required  to  sign  in  and  to  sign  out 
with  the  House  Mother  every  time  she  came  and  went,  and  visitors  could  only  be  en- 
tertained in  the  public  areas  of  Thayer  House.  All  students  had  to  return,  be  in  bed, 
and  have  all  radios  off  by  10:00  pm,  when  actual  bed  checks  were  performed  (the 
House  Mother  would  open  one's  door  and  visually  survey  each  and  every  room). 
Ann  recalls  even  leaving  a movie  early  so  that  she  could  be  back  before  curfew.  Ann 
received  a stipend  of  $15  a month,  which  increased  to  $30  a month  in  her  senior  year 
as  she  progressed  through  the  cadet  program.  During  her  first  6 months  at  MGH  (as 
a member  of  the  "probie"  class),  students  wore  blue  uniforms  with  white  collars,  and 
a plain  white  apron.  Following  this  period,  students  entered  the  intermediate  phase, 
and  wore  black  and  white  checked  uniforms,  with  black  shoes  and  black  stockings, 
and  a white  cap. 

In  the  years  between  1941  and  1946,  the  MGH  School  was  flooded  with  students, 
while  Nursing  Service  experienced  a drain  of  its  personnel  into  war-related  services 
or  industry  (S.  Perkins,  1975,  pg.  317).  Changes  at  the  school  were  necessary  to  keep 
up  with  the  increased  pressures.  "Additional  teachers  had  been  added  to  assist  with 
the  larger  number  of  students  taking  the  preliminary  course  in  nursing.  Doctors 
continued  to  participate  in  the  teaching  of  the  clinical  nursing  courses  both  in  the 
classroom  and  on  the  wards.  In  her  1945  report.  Miss  Johnson  noted  that  there  had 
been  5,000  hours  of  ward  teaching  in  the  Baker  Memorial  and  the  General  Hospital, 
an  average  of  93  hours  a week. 

Visiting  physicians  joined  residents,  interns,  supervisors,  and  head  nurses  to  ac- 
complish this.  The  curriculum  was  reorganized  to  allow  what  had  been  considered 
advanced  nursing  procedures  to  be  taught  with  the  related  elementary  ones,  since 
all  were  based  on  the  same  principles.  Thus  in  the  fifth  month,  of  the  pre-clinical 
term  more  students  could  be  assigned  to  assist  on  the  wards.  Government  funds 
provided  additional  supervisors.  More  hours  were  freed  for  study.  Students  were 
provided  with  study  guides  and  pretests  that  revealed  to  what  degree  her  scientific 
knowledge  was  available  to  supply  principles  on  which  to  base  a nursing  practice. 
Teaching  films  brought  into  close  view  the  fine  points  of  techniques,  which  were  pre- 
viously not  easy  to  see  from  the  upper  rows  of  an  amphitheater."  (S.  Perkins,  1975, 
pg.  319-320). 

As  a student,  Ann  recalls  that  her  clinical  experiences  included  Boston  Lying-In 
Hospital  (obstetrics),  6 weeks  at  Massachusetts  Eye  and  Ear  (eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat 
nursing),  and  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  (medical  / surgical  nursing).  Students 
manned  the  floors,  with  student  head  nurses  because  of  the  nursing  shortage  caused 
by  the  war.  In  spite  of  this,  "the  suggestion  that  unemployed  graduate  nurses  be 


hired  by  hospitals  as  graduate  floor-duty  nurses  met  with  two  general  arguments. 
First,  graduate  floor  duty  as  then  organized  was  not  considered  respectable  by  many 
nurses;  second,  in  the  better  hospitals,  to  which  graduates  would  naturally  be  at- 
tracted, there  were  virtually  no  positions  available.  59%  of  the  beds  for  sick  patients 
were  in  hospitals  that  conducted  training  schools.  The  hospitals  without  schools 
were  heavily  staffed  by  so-called  attendants.  The  few  graduates  who  were  employed 
on  floor  duty  in  hospitals  were  often  looked  down  upon  by  students.  There  was 
a general  feeling  among  students  that  graduates  on  floor  duty  were  unsuccessful 
private-duty  nurses  who  were  working  in  hc^spitals  as  a last  resort.  Floor  duty  was 
considered  student  work,  because  the  seniors  who  acted  as  head  nurses  thought 
their  function  was  not  bedside  nursing  but  administration  of  the  ward.  Nurses  who 
wanted  to  do  bedside  nursing  after  graduation  found  little  encouragement."  (P.  A. 
Kalisch  and  B.  J.  Kalisch,  2004,  pg.  272). 

Ann  also  recalls  that  the  days  were  long,  most  often  working  a split  shift;  one  might 
go  on  duty  at  7 am  for  the  day  shift,  working  until  12:30pm,  and  then  return  at  4pm 
to  work  until  7 pm.  Working  "split-relief"  was  even  more  difficult;  working  from  7 
am  until  11  am,  then  returning  that  evening  at  7 pm  and  working  until  11  pm.  As 
Ann  notes,  it  was  "not  fun,  because  it  kills  your  day".  Despite  such  grueling  hours, 
Ann  looks  back  fondly  on  her  days  at  MGFl  nursing  school  (she  was  sick  only  two 
days  in  three  years  of  school),  and  especially  fondly  upon  the  close  friendships  that 
she  developed  with  her  classmates,  as  these  friendships  are  still  close  today. 

Favorite  faculty  such  as  nurturing  nurse  Mary  Gilmore  bring  back  fond  memories  as 
well.  Ann  recalls  that  "all  of  us  students  remember  Mary  Gilmore  fondly  as  a young, 
beloved,  kind,  and  understanding  instructor  in  the  Nursing  Department  during  our 
student  years.  We  still  talk  about  her  to  this  day  in  the  same  way.  Yet  we  all  realize 
that  she  and  we  are  actually  now  not  that  far  apart  in  years  - maybe  a half  dozen  or 
so!"  But  not  everyone  treated  them  as  well  as  Miss  Gilmore  did.  Doctors  demanded 
respect  from  nursing  staff  and  students,  even  getting  on  and  off  elevators  first.  Nurs- 
ing students  were  taught  early  on  to  "show  proper  respect"  to  the  doctors. 

One  of  the  most  challenging  times  for  a student  nurse,  in  Ann's  opinion,  was  being  in 
charge  while  on  night  duty,  and  being  the  one  to  make  the  decisions.  Feeling  "uncer- 
tain of  my  own  self,  of  my  own  capabilities  to  carry  a floor  that  had  full  staff  during 
the  day  but  you  were  the  only  one  there  at  night,"  made  Ann  particularly  uncomfort- 
able with  being  left  alone  with  night  duty.  In  fact,  Ann  never  felt  like  she  ever  over- 
came that  feeling  as  a student,  and  was  "always  glad  when  7 o'clock  came  around, 
and  ev^ery thing  was  still  fine".  It  was  "the  fear  of  making  a big  mistake"  that  horri- 
fied her.  "But  the  world  continued  to  turn,  and  it  goes  to  show  that  you  can  make 
mistakes,  and  as  long  as  it  did  not  threaten  the  well  being  of  a patient  they  would 
forgive  you  for  it.  But  you  do  have  to  think  everything  through"  she  notes. 

In  1946,  Ann's  senior  year,  she  was  one  of  four  MGIT  Nursing  School  students  who 
received  travel  orders  from  the  government  to  report  to  4 he  Veteran's  Administra- 
tion Hospital  in  Hines,  Illinois,  to  serve  for  6 months,  thus  fulfilling  her  government 
service  (though  there  were  many  more  nurse  cadet  sflidents  who  benefited  from  the 
program).  While  there,  Ann  met  a "young  Iowa  farm  boy",  a Navy  veteran,  who 
followed  Ann  back  east  when  she  returned  in  time  for  her  graduation  from  MGH;  it 
was  while  she  was  administering  medications  (in  particular,  a penicillin  needle),  that 


Ann  met  this  particular  patient  of  hers,  who  would  one  day  become  her  husband. 

His  name  was  Robert  Giger;  he  and  Ann  were  married  in  July  of  1947.  Because  of 
this,  Ann  jokes  that  "the  government  found  a husband  for  me".  Their  marriage 
lasted  for  45  wonderful  years,  until  he  passed  away  in  May  of  1993. 

As  a student  nurse  at  the  Hines,  Illinois  Veteran's  Administration  Hospital,  Ann 
learned  a great  deal  "on  the  job".  Ann  was  surprised  to  encounter  segregation  there, 
which  she  had  not  encountered  in  Boston  at  MGH.  White  and  Black  patients  were 
segregated  into  separate  wards,  which  was  "the  norm"  in  Hines  Illinois  in  1946. 
Though  the  staff  was  not  segregated,  there  were  not  any  black  nurses  working  with 
Ann  at  the  time  either.  Not  only  was  MGH  progressive  in  terms  of  desegregation  of 
patients,  even  nursing  student  uniforms  were  less  "austere"  than  those  worn  by  her 
co-workers  from  programs  as  near  as  Philadelphia  General  (their  aprons  came  down 
to  cover  their  ankles,  whereas  MGH  aprons  ended  well  above  the  ankle). 


Figure  2.  Annia  Lowe  on  the  steps  of  the  Bullfinch  Building,  proudly  wearing  her  whites,  on 
her  graduation  day  from  MGH  on  February  2,  1947 

Ann  graduated  in  1947,  with  61  other  students  in  her  class  (the  attrition  rate  was 
almost  a third)  in  Sanders  Theater  at  Harvard  University.  There  was  also  a Baccalau- 
reate Service,  held  at  Trinity  Church,  and  families  were  invited  to  attend.  Wearing 
your  whites  meant  wearing  your  white  uniform  on  your  official  day  of  graduation  to 
breakfast  in  the  cafeteria.  At  that  point,  one  became  salaried  (if  one  decided  to  stay 
at  MGH),  at  a salary  of  about  $40  a week;  one  would  then  move  out  of  student  hous- 
ing into  The  Nurse's  Home  on  North  Grove  Street,  as  Ann  did. 

Ann's  first  job  as  a graduate  nurse  was  on  "old  Wards  10  and  12",  the  pediatric  units 
at  MGH.  After  working  split  relief  (7-llam  and  7-llpm)  for  a year  and  a half,  she  left 


to  work  at  Children's  Hospital  in  Boston  in  the  ENT  floor  part  time,  so  that  she  could 
raise  her  family.  While  at  Children's  Hospital  (in  1955),  the  hospital  was  opened  up 
to  all  patients  (children  and  adults)  during  the  Polio  epidemic.  It  was  at  this  time  she 
treated  adults  in  tank  respirators  and  rocking  beds,  using  hot/wet  packs  and  pas- 
sive leg  exercises.  For  Ann,  this  was  one  of  the  "most  amazing  nursing  experiences" 
she  had,  not  long  after  graduation  from  MGH.  Because  of  these  new  technologies 
in  respiratory  therapy  being  applied  to  Polio  treatment,  Ann  learned  all  of  this  "on 
the  job  at  Children's  Hospital".  This  was  hard,  physical  work  for  a short,  little  nurse 
like  Ann.  Furthermore,  nurses  had  to  know  how  to  manually  work  the  respirators  in 
case  the  hospital  lost  electricity.  However,  one  benefit  was  that  she  gained  experience 
working  with  both  children  and  adults  while  at  Children's  Hospital. 

Ann  continued  working  around  her  husband's  schedule,  so  that  she  could  also  take 
care  of  her  three  children,  but  her  income  "helped  put  the  frosting  on  the  cake".  Ann 
worked  as  a private  duty  nurse  because  of  convenience,  thus  able  to  choose  only 
weekend  hours  when  her  husband  was  able  to  be  home  with  the  children.  Eater, 

Ann  also  worked  weekends  at  Boston  City  Hospital,  helping  to  alleviate  the  nursing 
shortage  there.  Staffing  at  the  time  was  not  what  it  appeared  at  first.  Often,  a nurse 
would  be  assigned  two  patients,  but  that  nurse  would  actually  have  responsibil- 
ity for  the  whole  floor  - "trial  by  fire".  Wards  usually  had  about  16  - 20  patients  at 
that  time.  It  was  very  demanding  and  called  upon  all  of  a nurse's  mental  resources; 
finishing  paperwork  could  last  well  beyond  the  official  end  of  the  shift.  After  Boston 
City  Hospital  (and  after  her  third  child  had  graduated  from  college),  Ann  worked  at 
Fong  Island  Hospital,  specializing  in  Chronic  Disease,  as  a salaried  employee.  Ann 
retired  from  Fong  Island  Hospital  as  Evening  Supervisor  in  1990. 

During  her  time,  Ann  has  faced  many  major  changes  in  nursing  care,  hooking  back, 
greater  emphasis  on  documentation  had  a major  impact  on  changing  nursing  prac- 
tice. The  emergence  of  AIDS  also  had  a major  impact  on  changing  nursing  care.  As  a 
supervisor,  being  a nurse  while  representing  management  was  a very  difficult  place 
to  be.  Yet  to  this  day,  Ann  has  maintained  her  nursing  license,  and  is  ready  to  "do 
my  part  to  help  our  country  if  needed".  We  are  truly  lucky  and  so  honored  to  have 
someone  as  skilled,  experienced,  kind,  nurturing,  and  caring  as  Annia  Fowe  Giger  to 
pave  the  way  for  fuhire  nurses  like  myself. 
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Oral  History 
Project 

Karen  Anne  Wolf,  PhD,  APRN-BC 

How  has  nursing  changed  over  the  past 
10  years,  20  years,  30  years,  40  years,  50 
years  or  more?  To  answer  this  question 
a group  of  graduate  students  from  the 
MGH  Institute  of  Health  Professions 
participated  as  interviewers  in  the 
collaborative  Oral  History  Project  of  the 
Institute  and  MGH  Nurses  Alumnae 
Association. 

The  project  began  this  academic  year 
with  a group  of  15  first  year  nursing 
students  of  the  MGH  Institute  of 
Health  Professions.  The  project  was 
offered  as  a optional  course  assignment 
for  the  nursing  course  'A  History  of 
Nursing  Ideas.'  As  our  "pilot"  group, 
the  students  interviewed  graduates 
from  ranging  from  the  late  1930's  to 
the  1990's.  The  students  tape-recorded 
interviews  with  alumni,  either  in  person 
or  by  phone.  The  alumni  interviewed 
ranged  in  ages  from  40  to  90's  and 
lived  as  close  as  Boston  and  as  far  as 
Texas.  They  shared  lasting  memories 
of  amusing  antics  as  nursing  students, 
feeling  part  of  a "nursing  sisterhood"  in 
and  beyond  their  school  days,  as  well 
as  enduring  challenging  and  sometimes 
harsh  educational  experiences,  including 
dealing  with  disasters,  times  of  war  and 
social  upheaval. 

Each  interview  took  approximately  2 
hours  to  complete,  with  students  writing 
a brief  paper  afterward.  A generous 
contribution  from  the  alumni  association 
has  made  it  possible  to  purchase  the 
equipment  for  this  project.  The  Oral 
History  Project  has  set  up  computer 
access  and  files  adjacent  to  the  MGH 
School  of  Nursing  archival  vault  with  the 
hope  that  we  can  work  collaboratively  to 


share  resources  to  preserve  the  history. 
The  Graduate  program  in  Nursing  has 
provided  graduate  assistants,  as  well  as 
some  faculty  time  along  with  mailings 
for  this  project.  The  taped  interviews  are 
slowly  being  converted  to  digital  files  so 
that  they  may  be  preserved  and  perhaps 
transcribed  for  future  generations. 

The  project  brought  to  life  the  history 
of  nursing  for  the  class,  highlighting 
the  changes  in  society  as  well  as 
nursing  education.  It  also  provided  a 
rich  understanding  of  the  influences 
of  social-historical  and  technological 
influences  on  nursing  as  a profession. 
The  students  were  impressed  by  the 
stories  of  strong,  caring  and  proud 
nurses,  each  of  whom  forged  a different 
career  path.  They  also  appreciated  the 
opportunity  to  share  student  nurse 
experiences  and  to  meet  the  nurses 
who  helped  make  nursing  the  great 
profession  it  is  today. 

The  oral  history  program,  now 
successfully  launched,  has  collected 
a first  set  of  stories  for  the  ongoing 
collection.  For  the  students  who 
participated,  their  nursing  education  has 
been  enriched  by  the  stories,  and  their 
lives  touched  by  the  storytellers. 

Over  the  next  year,  the  oral  history 
project  will  continue,  and  future 
issues  of  the  "Record"  and  "Beyond 
the  Cap"  will  offer  selections  from 
the  interviews.  We  hope  that  more 
alumni  and  students  will  want  to  join 
in  this  effort  to  document  the  history  of 
nursing  education  at  MGH.  Participants 
in  this  project  have  found  it  mutually 
pleasurable.  It  has  added  to  a sense 
of  shared  history  and  respect  for  an 
MGH  nursing  education.  Alumni  who 
are  interested  in  participating  with 
the  project  may  contact  Linda  Orrell 
(through  the  alumnae  office)  or  Karen 
Wolf  (at  the  Institute;  kwolf@mghihp. 
edu). 


The  Adele  Corkum  Award 

A Massachusetts  General  Hospital  Nurses'  Alumnae  Association  Award 


The  Adele  Corkum  Award  is  a mone- 
tary award  of  $1500.  This  award  honors 
the  memory  of  a beloved  graduate  of 
the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
School  of  Nursing,  who  devoted  un- 
countable hours  and  immeasurable 
devotion  to  the  School  of  Nursing,  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and 
the  Alumnae  Association. 

Corky  died  suddenly  on  Easter  Sunday, 
1986.  She  was  cm  her  wav  to  Easter 

j 

Services  at  the  Old  West  Church  on 
Cambridge  Street.  She  had  with  her  a 
wheeled  cart  that  contained  the  food 
for  the  reception  scheduled  to  follow 
services,  and  freshly  laundered  vest- 
ments for  the  minister.  As  usual,  she 
was  helping  others. 

Her  minister  at  her  memorial  service 
said  it  best.  "Corky  was  our  friend 
and  mentor.  She  was  truly  a mother 
to  us  all.  She  animated  our  living  and 
listened  to  our  fears.  She  guided  us, 
disciplined  us,  organized  us,  set  high 
standards  and  expected  our  best  efforts. 
She  made  lists  for  us,  gave  precious 
gifts  to  us,  and  even  named  our  trans- 
gressions for  us. 

But,  the  discipline  was  embroidered 
with  compassion;  the  high  standards 
gilded  with  great  expectations.  Her 
nursing  was  not  just  a profession,  but 
a way  of  life.  She  elicited  from  us  only 
what  she  demanded  of  herself.  Her 
leadership  was  born  of  love.  Her  min- 
istry was  an  incarnation  of  the  time- 
less effort  to  reach  us,  teach  us,  make  a 


name  for  us.  Her  power,  strength  and 
love  touched  our  lives." 

In  choosing  the  recipient,  we  request 
that  the  person  represent  the  qualities 
of  Adele  Corkum  - admirable,  diligent, 
extraordinary,  loyal,  energetic,  loving, 
caring,  outstanding,  religious,  kind, 
understanding,  and  motherly. 

The  award  states  that  the  student 
receiving  the  award  has  "outstand- 
ing compassion  and  caring  toward 
classmates,  patients  and  family."  The 
award  is  given  at  the  completion  of  the 
generalist  portion  of  the  program  to  the 
student  who  is  chosen  by  both  peers 
and  faculty  to  exhibit  these  qualities. 

The  faculty  of  the  Graduate  Program 
in  Nursing  at  the  MGH  Institute  of 
Health  Professions  chose  Elizabeth 
Williams  to  receive  the  Adele  Corkum 
Award.  In  nomination  papers,  a fellow 
student  remarked,  "It  always  makes 
me  feel  better  to  see  Liz  coming  down 
the  hall  at  the  Institute.  She's  someone 
you  instinctively  trust.  Despite  juggling 
substantial  commihnents,  she  spreads 
support  and  comfort  around  her,  with 
never  an  unkind  word  about  anyone. 

Liz  is  as  conscientious  and  genuine  a 
person  as  I ever  hope  to  meet,  dedi- 
cated to  her  patients,  her  colleagues, 
her  family  and  her  church.  I believe  no 
one  better  exemplifies  the  qualities  of 
the  Adele  Corkum  award."  A faculty 
recommender,  Patricia  A.  Reidy,  MS, 
APRN,  BC-FNP  had  this  to  add:  "I  am 


pleased  to  highly  recommend  Elizabeth 
(Liz)  Williams  for  the  Adele  Corkum 
Award.  As  a faculty  member  in  the 
Family  Nurse  Practitioner  program, 

I have  the  pleasure  of  knowing  Liz 
through  her  course  work. 

Liz  exhibits  the  qualities  of  care,  con- 
cern and  commitment.  In  the  clinical 
setting,  she  approaches  her  nursing  care 
with  compassion  and  kindness.  She 
embraces  the  health  care  needs  of  her 
patients  holistically  incorporating  her 
strong  spiritual  values. 

During  a health  assessment  course 
she  enriched  the  learning  experience 
of  her  fellow  students  by  organizing  a 
practicum  using  her  children.  Not  only 
did  she  participate  as  a student,  she 


also  demonstrated  the  importance  of 
the  parent-child  relationship  in  obtain- 
ing health  histories.  Liz  is  recognized 
for  the  advocacy  and  the  support  she 
gives  to  her  fellow  students.  She  is  well 
respected  for  her  ability  to  balance  a 
rigorous  academic  schedule  with  family 
demands  while  maintaining  a calming 
presence!  I feel  she  represents  many  of 
the  qualities  of  Adele  Corkum  and  is 
most  worthy  of  this  award." 


Liz  Williams  and  Derek  Lichter  at  the  MGH  Institute  of  Health  Professions's 

Scholarshipi  Gala,  June  14,  2007. 


Ruth  Sleeper 
Scholarship  Award 

A Massachusetts  General  Hospital  Nurses'  Alumnae  Association  Award 

The  MGH  NAA  Board  is  pleased  to  announce  the  recipient  of  the 
2007  Ruth  Sleeper  Scholarship  is  Derek  Lichter,  RN. 

The  Ruth  Sleeper  Award  is  a monetary  award  of  $1500.  Ruth  Sleeper  was  a distin- 
guished graduate  of  the  MGH  SON  class  of  1922.  She  was  the  Director  of  Nursing 
and  of  the  MGH  School  of  Nursing  from  1946  to  1966.  She  was  a national  leader, 
having  been  the  National  League  for  Nursing's  first  president  and  having  received 
the  prestigious  Florence  Nightingale  award.  Throughout  her  tenure  as  director, 
she  continued  to  encourage  the  expansion  of  nursing  education  and  promoted 
nursing  research. 

She  worked  diligently  for  the  advancement  of  nursing  and  early  on  saw  the  need 
for  higher  nursing  education.  In  1945,  she  helped  facilitate  the  affiliation  of  Rad- 
cliffe  College  with  MGH  School  of  Nursing  that  continued  for  many  years.  As  that 
program  ended  she  facilitated  a program  with  Northeastern  University  in  1962. 
Although  the  program  only  lasted  for  tw^o  classes,  it  led  to  Northeastern  start- 
ing a nursing  program  and  began  her  quest  to  get  MGH  to  be  a degree  granting 
hospital.  Her  vision  of  nursing  education  leading  to  a degree  and  her  belief  that 
a hospital  with  a school  of  nursing  could  be  degree  granting  led  directly  to  the 
establishment  of  the  MGH  Institute  of  Health  Professions. 

She  was  much  loved  in  her  role  as  an  instructor  and  as  director.  She  was  kind, 
gentle,  soft  spoken  but  firm.  She  took  time  out  from  her  busy  day  as  director  of 
nursing  to  instruct  in  the  day  to  day  world  of  students. 

In  her  memory  and  in  honor  of  her  work,  the  scholarship  award  is  given  to  a stu- 
dent at  the  end  of  the  generalist  portion  of  the  program,  who  best  exemplifies  "ex- 
cellence in  both  the  theory  and  practice  of  nursing."  The  criteria  are  based  first  on 
the  academic  record  of  the  student  and  then  recommendation  of  the  faculty  on  the 
ability  of  the  student  to  transfer  that  academic  information  to  excellence  in  clinical 
practice.  Faculty  need  to  submit  letters  of  recommendation  on  clinical  practice  to 
the  Alumnae  Association  along  with  the  academic  record  for  final  decision.  The 
Alumnae  requests  that  the  letters  of  recommendation  and  academic  record  be  sub- 
mitted to  us  one  month  or  more  prior  to  the  generalist  ceremony. 


Class  News 


Please  send  Class  Notes  submissions  to: 

Donna  Marwell  Hovey 
15  Kimball  Lane 
Casco,  ME  04015 
dhoveyl@mninc.rr.com 

1928 

Mildred  Estelle  (Crowe)  Meisner 

passed  away  peacefully  at  Oakville, 
Ontario  on  March  1,  2007  at  the  age  of 
100.  She  was  predeceased  by  her  hus- 
band Arnold  and  survived  by  her  chil- 
dren Robert  and  his  wife  Sara  of  Ottawa, 
Peggy  of  Mississauga  and  Donald  of 
St  Catherine's  and  many  children  and 
grandchildren.  She  was  born  and  edu- 
cated in  Nova  Scotia.  At  18  years  old,  she 
entered  MGH  SON.  After  graduation 
she  worked  in  the  Operating  Room  of 
the  Phillips  House.  After  their  marriage, 
she  and  Arnold  moved  to  Ontario.  She 
worked  part  time  for  many  years  and 
was  active  in  Women's  groups  and  in  the 
church  choir.  Following  Arnold's  death, 
she  traveled  all  over  the  world  with  fam- 
ily and  friends.  Robert  and  Sara  recently 
sent  a photo  album  of  the  pictures  Mil- 
dred took  during  her  student  and  early 
graduate  days  at  MGH.  We  appreciate 
it  and  thank  them  for  sharing  the  album 
with  us. 

1937 

Elva  Sawyer  Proctor 
27  Brook  Hill  Rd. 

Milton,  MA  02186 
elim02186@aol.com 

Elva  Sawyer  Proctor  writes:  I received 
a note  in  January  from  Blanche  (Jukie) 
Jukins  Zaniewski's  son  telling  me  of  his 
mother's  death  on  November  1st  and 
that  of  her  husband's  on  September  25, 


2006. 1 spoke  with  Agnes  Lang  Reyn- 
olds via  telephone.  She  lives  with  her 
daughter  and  son-in-law  in  Charleston, 
S.C.  She  is  well  and  happy  there.  Muriel 
(Bunny)  Simpson  MacAfee  is  livdng  in 
Centerville,  MA.  She  just  welcomed  a 
new  great-grandchild.  She  is  well,  still 
drives  locally  and  "eats  out  a lot."  Betty 
Harting  Houghton  sends  me  E Mail 
from  her  new  computer.  She  also  has  a 
new  great-grandchild.  She  has  given  up 
driving,  as  transportation  is  no  problem 
in  Orange  City,  Florida,  where  she  lives. 
Elizabeth  (Libby)  Smith  Hollidge  is  still 
in  Falmouth,  Maine  near  her  daughter. 
She  finds  Maine  winters  a bit  confin- 
ing. Faith  Bailey  Thibbetts  wrote  at 
Christmas  that  she  is  doing  great,  "walk- 
ing and  riding  her  bike  and  enjoying 
retirement  in  the  sun."  She  lives  with 
her  daughter  in  Orlando,  Florida.  Elva 
Sawyer  Proctor  tells  us  she  keeps  well 
and  busy.  She  was  interviewed  by  a 
student  fro  the  MGH  Institute  of  Health 
Professions  for  a paper  she  was  writing 
on  a "History  of  Nursing  Ideas".  Who 
would  have  thought  that  we  would  be 
telling  tales  of  "the  old  days"  and  be 
a documented  part  of  history,  she  re- 
flects. Would  love  to  see  some  of  you 
"37  grads"  at  our  70th  Homecoming  on 
September  28th! 

1942,  September 

Mary  Caira  writes  that  the  Alumnae 
receive  word  of  the  death  of  Ruth  New- 
comb Thompson  formerly  of  Merrimac, 
MA.  After  graduation,  Ruth  served  in 
the  Navy  during  World  War  II  and  was 
stationed  in  Long  Beach,  California, 
where  she  met  and  married  her  husband, 
Bernard.  They  had  four  children  - tw'ins, 
and  then  a son  and  daughter.  One  child 
died  while  very  young.  Ruth  was  a 


charge  nurse  at  Amesbury  Hospital.  She 
retired  from  this  position  after  a few 
years.  Ruth's  last  years  were  very  diffi- 
cult, for  she  was  quite  ill.  Bernard  cared 
for  her  at  home  as  long  as  possible,  then 
she  was  cared  for  in  a Nursing  Home  in 
Amesbury,  MA.  Ruth  died  of  pneumo- 
nia at  Anna  Jacques  Hospital  in  New- 
buryport,  MA  on  March  15,  2006.  If  you 
wish  to  contact  Bernard  his  address  is: 
Bernard  Thompson,  4 Alnette  Rd.,  Mer- 
rimac,  MA  01860. 

1946,  February 

Caroline  Cook  Wilson  writes:  Finally, 
after  many  years  and  much  effort  1 
received  a Bachelor  of  General  Stud- 
ies Degree  fro  Wichita  State  University, 
Wichita,  Kansas.  This  has  been  my 
dream  since  1 graduated  from  MGH  and 
1 finally  made  it.  Our  local  paper.  The 
Wichita  Eagle  even  favored  me  with  a 
picture  and  the  caption  read,  'Age  is  just 
a number."  1 was  79  at  the  time.  Con- 
gratulations, Caroline! 

1947,  February  section:  from  Esther 
Reade  Wilson  Henning:  although  I am 
not  our  class  secretary,  I do  want  to  urge 
everyone  who  is  physically  able  to  make 
plans  to  attend  our  60th  reunion  this  fall: 

ATTENTION  CLASS  OE  1947 

Our  60th  Class  Reunion  is  this  year, 
September  28-29.  Plan  now  to  attend  and 
renew  old  friendships! 

1949,  February 

Dorothy  B.  Iwanicki 
132  Reynolds  Drive 
Meriden,  CT  06450-2535 
203  237-2542 
dmmnicki@gmail.com 

Clara  Skowyra  Sellon  wrote  that  her 
brother,  Ted,  who  suffered  from  a stroke 
1 1/2  years  ago,  died  in  December  2006. 

A brother  in  law  (sister  Terry's  husband) 
also  died  this  past  winter.  The  class 


extends  its  sympathy  to  Clara  in  the  loss 
of  her  family  members.  Clara  was  able  to 
spend  a few  weeks  with  her  sister,  who 
lives  in  California,  during  this  difficult 
time.  Her  sister  is  coping  fairly  well 
and  is  plaiming  a trip  to  Poland  with 
her  daughter  and  a niece  in  late  May  to 
visit  relatives  there.  Both  Charlie  and 
Clara  have  been  well  and  keep  them- 
selves busy.  Charlie  is  looking  forward 
to  playing  golf  when  the  season  begins. 
For  the  past  couple  of  years  they've  been 
babysitting  2 young  children  (girls,  18 
months  and  5 1/2  years  old)  for  a family 
friend.  Clara  said  it  keeps  them  young. 
She  sends  her  best  wishes  to  all.  Dorothy 
Curtis  Flaherty  is  still  living  in  her  big 
house,  but  says  she  is  anxious  to  move. 
She's  working  hard  at  "getting  rid  of  50 
years  of  accumulated  stuff".  Jean  Chiron 
and  she  took  their  usual  trip  to  Florida 
this  past  winter,  and  had  an  enjoyable 
time.  Her  son,  Patrick,  has  diabetes  and 
developed  peripheral  artery  disease,  but 
is  managing  fairly  well.  Kevin,  Lorraine, 
and  Shannon  are  all  well  and  keeping 
busy.  Shannon,  who  just  turned  6,  is  in 
kindergarten,  and  "such  a joy".  Luck- 
ily, they  live  close  by  in  Hopkinton. 
Sheila's  son,  Dennis,  lives  with  them 
since  his  father  died  2 years  ago.  He  is 
17  now  and  is  taking  driver's  ed.  He  is 
a junior  in  high  school,  and  is  6 feet  tall. 
Kevin  still  works  in  communications  at 
the  State  Police  Department.  In  Decem- 
ber, Dot  flew  out  to  Colorado  to  attend 
Brian's  graduation  from  the  University 
of  Colorado  where  he  received  a degree 
in  engineering.  He  moved  to  the  state  of 
Washington  and  is  working  for  Boeing 
in  Everett.  Dot  has  been  in  touch  with 
Catherine  Howard,  and  they  plan  to  get 
together  in  the  near  future. 

Nancy  DiMattia  Sannella  was  diag- 
nosed with  kidney  stones  after  much 
testing  and  medication  changes.  Her 
grandchildren's  activities  keep  her  busy. 
First  communions,  school  plays  and 
concerts,  high  school  and  college  gradu- 
ations take  up  most  of  her  time.  Her 


daughter  Sue  is  expecting  baby  #4  in 
July  and  in  October  her  first  great  grand- 
chilci  will  be  born.  She  hasn't  knitted  for 
a long  time,  but  is  in  the  process  of  mak- 
ing something  for  her  great  grandchild. 

In  addition,  she's  quilting  again.  Sue  col- 
lected so  many  souvenir  T-shirts  in  her 
travels  that  Nancy  decided  to  put  them 
together  for  a cjueen  size  for  Sue  and  a 
single  size  for  a child's  bed.  She's  trying 
to  finish  them  before  the  hot  summer. 

She  plans  to  spend  the  summer  vacation- 
ing with  family  and  friends. 

Shirley  Gordon  Keller  called  to  say 
that  she  and  Dick  have  been  doing  O.K. 
They  have  been  kept  busy  with  church 
activities,  and  are  assisting  in  the  settle- 
ment of  an  estate  for  a friend.  Shirley 
had  cataract  surgery  in  her  second  eye 
and  no  longer  depends  on  glasses.  She 
is  recovering  from  a bout  of  shingles, 
which  has  affected  her  eye  as  well  as 
the  trigeminal  nerve.  On  a more  upbeat 
note,  they  have  a new  granddaughter 
who  was  born  last  Thanksgiving  Day. 
That  makes  2 boys  and  6 girls.  Shirley 
extends  her  best  wishes  to  the  class. 
Sylvia  Anderson  Bridges  recently  cel- 
ebrated her  80th  birthday  and  she  is 
cioing  well  in  spite  of  undergoing  an- 
other course  of  chemotherapy.  She  has 
3 grandchildren  and  an  11-month-old 
great  granddaughter  who  is  the  "love 
of  their  lives".  Her  children  live  3 hours 
away,  but  they  are  able  to  get  together 
at  least  once  a month.  She  enjoys  getting 
the  class  news  and  says,  "Hi"  to  every- 
one. Barbara  Roser  Manoni  had  subtotal 
parathyroidectomy  in  December  and  all 
but  1/4  of  the  gland  was  removed.  Six 
weeks  ago,  she  had  cataract  surgery.  Her 
recovery  from  both  surgeries  was  un- 
eventful. That's  always  good  news.  Larry 
is  doing  reasonably  well.  His  tumor  has 
not  spread;  but  he  wishes  he  had  more 
energy.  In  the  fall,  he  will  teach  a math 
course  at  the  university,  something  he 
really  enjoys.  One  of  their  grandchildren 
graduated  from  college  and  he  is  inter- 
ested in  pursuing  a career  in  law  enforce- 


ment, particularly  the  CIA.  Barbara  still 
loves  to  play  bridge,  is  an  avid  reader 
and  currently  is  working  in  her  garden, 
weather  permitting.  Lois  Frothingham 
Feeny  wrote  at  Christmas  that  she  was 
doing  well  except  for  the  usual  aches  and 
pains  of  old  age.  Lonnie  is  still  coping 
with  his  medical  problems.  They  were 
expecting  a new  great  grandchild  in  Feb- 
ruary, which  would  make  a total  of  four 
for  them.  Unfortunately,  they  all  live  in 
Wisconsin,  so  she  and  Lonnie  do  not  get 
to  see  them  as  often  as  they  would  like. 
Rose  Harriet  Jacobs  Hopkins  wrote  that 
she  received  a favorable  report  from  her 
physician  regarding  her  lung  condition. 
She  stays  active  by  participating  in  a 
variety  of  activities,  including  swimming 
and  weight  training,  which  is  available 
in  their  complex.  Dorothy  Iwanicki 
has  been  well,  but  I must  admit  that  it 
takes  me  a little  longer  to  accomplish 
things.  Tm  still  dedicated  to  my  exercise 
regimen,  and  have  added  line  dancing 
to  the  list.  Sadly,  I find  I have  very  un- 
educated feet,  but  I've  decided  to  keep 
pursuing  it,  and  maybe  some  day  I'll 
be  able  to  master  most  of  the  steps.  It  is 
fun  though.  Lately,  I've  had  opportunity 
to  take  advantage  of  some  pleasurable 
day  and  overnight  trips,  and  am  looking 
forward  to  a lobster  bake  in  York,  ME  in 
June  and  another  in  Narragansett,  RI  in 
July.  I have  enjoyed  hearing  from  all  of 
you,  and  hope  you  all  have  a wonderful 
spring  and  summer. 

1949 

Mary  Libby  Morris 
449  Franklin  Street 
Reading,  MA  01867 
781-944-5683 

Jean  Lutz  Perkins  writes  that  she  turned 
80.  Her  children  hosted  a birthday  party 
with  more  than  seventy  guests.  A buffet 
was  served  and  entertainment  provided 
by  Jean's  Line  Dance  Instructor.  Jean  now 
has  seven  grandchildren,  traveled  to  Las 


Vegas,  Hawaii,  Flagstaff  and  visited  Sara 
Wilhelm  Babb  in  New  Mexico.  Jean  also 
belongs  to  a book  club  that  meets  once  a 
month.  Ruth  Stronack  Henshaw  writes 
that  their  Retirement  Home  consumes  a 
great  deal  of  their  time.  They  also  have 
many  visitors,  children,  grandchildren, 
relatives  and  friends,  but  misses  fam- 
ily in  Nova  Scotia.  Ruth  is  still  part  of 
the  "Nurses  Health  Study."  Irene  Swan 
wrote  that  she  spent  her  usual  summer 
in  Vermont  and  2 of  her  grandchildren 
spent  a week  with  her.  Irene  tore  the 
Achilles'  tendon  in  her  left  foot  during 
the  summer.  No  operation  just  physi- 
cal therapy  twice  a week  and  exercises. 

It  didn't  interfere  with  her  life  and  she 
reports  she  is  otherwise  healthy. 

Barbara  Stevens  Wright  and  her  hus- 
band were  looking  forward  to  spending 
Christmas  Day  with  their  son  and  his 
family.  Their  grandson  and  his  wife  had 
a baby  boy,  July  6,  2006.  Their  daughter. 
Sue,  and  her  family  were  coming  to  visit 
from  NC.  Sadly,  Barbara's  brother  died 
after  a battle  with  cancer.  Trudy  Hynes 
Walsh  wrote  that  Warren  is  83  and  she 
is  79.  They  are  OK  except  for  the  usual 
"Senior  Maladies".  They  are  members 
of  a Senior  Group  sponsored  by  their 
Community  College,  which  provides  a 
good  outlet  for  them.  They  do  classes 
and  travel.  Spring  and  fall  they  went 
on  river  cruises  to  Germany  and  France 
and  in  the  summer  they  will  travel  to 
Iceland.  Warren  lost  his  youngest  brother 
in  November.  Their  grandson  is  9 years 
old  and  still  a great  treasure.  Ruth's 
husband.  Bob,  still  goes  sailing  with  his 
younger  friends  and  Ruth  uses  this  time 
to  catch  up  on  correspondence.  Evelyn 
Smith  Adamic's  daughter,  Catherine 
wrote:  "I've  been  thinking  about  all 
of  you  and  my  mother  sends  Holiday 
Greetings."  Evelyn's  family  was  abso- 
lutely amazing.  Pat  Mallory  Kenniff's 
husband  wrote  that  Pat  is  doing  well  in 
the  Nursing  Home.  Ruth  Postler  Par- 
ian sent  a picture  of  herself  holding  her 
cymbidium  orchid  that  flowered  early 


ciespite  the  cold  weather.  Ruth  looks 
great  and  the  orchid  is  just  as  beautiful. 
Pat  Edge  Wilson  sent  Jackie  a lovely 
handmade  card  by  one  of  her  friends. 

Pat  said  that  they  are  happy  to  be  in  their 
Retirement  Home.  Bill  is  in  a wheelchair 
and  needs  help  transferring.  They  have 
made  many  friends.  Their  son,  Peter, 
remains  cancer-free  and  for  which  they 
are  most  thankful.  Cards  were  received 
from  Blanche  Couillard  and  Marjorie 
Wescott  Eandreem  without  notes  and 
hope  all  is  well.  Jackie  Auger  Broion 
is  doing  well,  but  says  she  tires  easily. 
Her  voice  was  strong  and  she  and  Ruth 
are  wonderful  about  sending  cards  and 
letters  they  have  received.  Mary  Eibby 
Morris  underwent  a right  upper  lobecto- 
my in  October  for  a slow  growing  ma- 
lignancy. She  is  back  working  two  days  a 
week  and  so  far  she  is  tolerating  it  except 
for  a little  extra  fatigue.  Mary  spoke  with 
Lou  and  she  is  doing  well,  but  still  expe- 
riencing back  problems.  Kitty  Brennan 
has  returned  home  following  a hospital- 
ization for  5 broken  ribs.  She  has  been 
using  a walker  for  the  past  year  and  has 
survived  2 MTs.  Her  spirits  are  still  good 
despite  a great  deal  of  pain.  Kitty  would 
love  to  hear  from  classmates.  Her  ad- 
dress is:  Kitty  Brennan,  10  North  Park- 
way, Worcester,  MA  01605.  Telephone: 
508-852-1135.  Have  a good  summer  and 
please  keep  in  touch. 

1950,  September 

Ellie  Burns  Clifton 
118  Sampsons  Mill  Rd. 

Mashpee,  MA  02649 
508-477-8647 

Ellie  Burns  Clifton  writes:  August  9, 
2006,  several  of  our  classmates  got  to- 
gether for  lunch  in  Seekonk,  MA.  Kwai 
from  Hawaii,  Betty  Paolone  from  Phoe- 
nix, June  from  Enfield,  CT,  Mary  from 
Mattapoisett,  MA,  Marge  from  Seekonk, 
MA,  Betty  Noonan  from  Barrington,  RI, 
Ginny  from  So.  Dartmouth  and  Ellie 
from  Mashpee.  We  all  enjoyed  our  lob- 


ster  roll  lunch.  Lots  of  talk  and  catching 
up.  Six  of  us  had  gotten  together  in  2005 
and  decicied  to  have  a mini-reunion  the 
following  year  when  Kwai  and  Betty 
were  in  New  England  to  visit  with  June. 
They  also  included  a visit  with  Ellie  on 
Cape  Cod  and  a visit  to  Martha's  Vine- 
yard. Hopefully,  we'll  cio  this  again  this 
summer.  Anyone  else  who  wants  to  join 
us  can  call  me  and  I'll  pass  on  the  plans. 

1952,  September 

Joan  McMahon 
1394A  Bluff  Ave. 

Columbus  OH  43212 

614-481-9346 

jmcmanhn@att.net 

Thanks  to  all  who  keep  me  in  touch. 
There  are  a number  of  us  seriously  think- 
ing of  Homecoming  on  Sept  28,  2007. 

Can  you  believe  it?  55  years! 

Celina  Maciel  Hill  is  a traveler.  St. 

Pat's  Day  she  was  in  MD  visiting  fam- 
ily and  hoping  to  connect  with  Roni 
Travers  and  Pastor  Sison  while  there. 
Katy  MacPherson  is  settling  in  near  her 
daughter  in  Sugarland  TX.  We  need  her 
email.  Edie  Lind  and  Bob  Knowlton 
send  greetings  from  Costa  Rica  after  a 
trip  thru  the  Canal.  They  moved  from 
NC  to  Wallingford  CT  to  be  closer  to 
family.  After  Christmas,  Nancy  Rahill 
McDonough  called  to  ask  if  I had  heard 
from  Ann  MacLean  Plunkett  and  a 
couple  of  phone  calls  later  we  had  all 
chatted.  Ann  is  planning  on  the  Home- 
coming. Nancy  writes  - Colman  and  I are 
fine  and  keeping  busy.  I will  be  finishing 
up  six  years  on  the  Council  On  Aging 
in  June  and  hope  to  be  appointed  to  the 
Heritage  Preservation  Commission  in 
Sunnyvale  CA.  The  most  amazing  thing 
happened  last  week.  I started  going  to  an 
exercise  class  at  our  Senior  Center  and 
met  a MGH  grad!  Betty  Hale  graduated 
in  1957  from  the  Radcliff-MGH  Coordi- 
nated Program  and  worked  27  years  for 
the  Santa  Clara  County  VA.  She  is  now 


retired.  We  were  wondering  if  there  are 
any  other  grads  in  our  area--we  could 
get  together  and  compare  notes. 

Marge  Sprague  Dreselly  writes.  I'm 
recovering  slowly  from  the  E4/5  fusion 
5 months  ago.  Tm  still  using  a cane,  but 
things  are  better  than  pre-op.  Because 
of  that,  Dick  and  I haven't  traveled,  but 
will  leave  in  a couple  of  days  to  visit 
my  son  Phil  and  family  in  Maryland. 
Grandson  Daniel,  11,  is  quite  a swim- 
mer. I recently  had  a letter  from  Katy 
MacPherson,  who  said  she  is  adjusting 
to  life  in  Texas,  and  enjoying  being  near 
her  daughter  and  family.  I had  a long 
chat  with  Celina  Hill  recently.  She's 
been  doing  a lot  of  traveling  this  winter. 

I had  a surprise  phone  call  from  Fran- 
nie  Buck  Foster.  We  hadn't  talked  or 
seen  each  other  for  10  years.  I hope  to  go 
to  the  reunion  in  September.  It  will  be 
great  to  see  everyone  again.  Jean  Bailey 
Schlesinger  wrote  - to  let  you  know  that 
Jane  Schmidt  Hoffman  is  home  after 
being  in  rehab  for  several  months  after 
a hip  replacement  followed  by  a persis- 
tent infection.  Haven't  talked  to  her  for  a 
few  weeks,  but  hope  she  is  feeling  better, 
and  of  course  glad  to  be  home.  I know 
she  is  usually  in  touch  with  you,  but 
she  is  not  on  her  computer  yet.  Ginny 
Day  McKillop  wrote  - All  is  well  here, 
just  as  long  as  we  keep  tornados  away. 
The  area  has  pretty  well  recovered,  just 
lots  of  empty  places  where  homes  were. 
Had  a nice  visit  with  Charlotte  Bicknell 
and  Tom  Jonhson  a month  ago.  They 
are  still  traveling  around  the  country 
in  their  camper.  Talking  about  maybe 
finding  a permanent  home.  Bill  and  I are 
off  on  a 10-day  cruise  to  New  England 
and  Canada  the  end  of  the  month.  Have 
several  other  trips  planned.  Don't  know 
if  we  will  make  the  reunion.  Dot  Lucius 
Kozloski  was  excited  about  celebrating 
her  birthday  with  her  twin  brother  this 
year.  It  had  been  a while.  Ann  Slattery 
Newton  was  keeping  tabs  on  Arlene  and 
her  recovery.  Arlene  Bell  Gigliotti  has 
had  a rough  winter  after  falling,  break- 


ing  a wrist  and  the  other  ankle  and  then 
a bout  of  infection.  She  is  at  home  in  OH 
and  doing  better.  Mary  Lou  Jones  Brown 
is  planning  on  attenciing  Homecom- 
ing. Joan  Baldwin  Harvey's  email  was 
returned  so  a phone  call  caught  she  and 
Henry  in  the  midst  of  packing  to  move 
Bluffton  NC.  1 think  1 heard  that  Nancy 
Sullivan  Tisdale  and  Dr.  Allan  died  last 
year.  Thanks  to  all.  Margery  Sprague 
Dreselly  writes:  My  kiiee  is  great,  but 
my  back  has  given  out.  It  will  probably 
require  surgery  soon.  1 talk  with  Celina 
Maciel  Hill,  Shirley  Lund  Bennett  and 
Katy  MacPherson  by  phone  occasionally, 
but  we  haven't  been  able  to  cc^orciinate 
for  a lunch  meeting  this  summer.  We're 
hoping  to  do  it  before  the  snow  flies. 

1952,  March 

Barbara  Piraino 
55  Hill  Rd.,  Apt.  501 
Belmont,  MA  02478 

As  we  approach  our  55th  anniversary  in 
2007  perhaps  we  can  plan  a reunion  at 
Homecoming.  In  the  meantime  these  are 
the  classmates  with  whc^m  1 have  been 
able  to  get  in  touch.  1 have  visited  El- 
sie Hopkins  Barnett  at  the  Cape  where 
she  now  lives  hear  round  after  having 
her  home  modernized.  Elsie  is  an  avid 
Bridge  player.  Her  son  and  families  still 
live  in  Virginia  and  her  daughter  lives 
in  Arizona.  She  and  1 talk  with  Janet 
Harrington  who  is  retired.  Janet  keeps 
in  touch  with  Eleanor  Young.  Elsie  has 
seen  Barbara  Sallows  - Davis.  She  and 
John  sold  their  home  in  Truro  where  we 
enjoyed  happy  times.  They  now  winter 
in  Florida  January  - May  where  their 
children  visit.  From  Florida  they  go 
to  St.  Marten  and  the  Bahamas  where 
they  have  time-shares.  Their  son  and 
daughter  each  have  two  children.  Bar- 
bara still  sells  real  estate.  Barbara  tolci 
me  that  Beverly  Hanson  Carlsen  and 
her  husband  have  traveled  the  world  as 
missionaries.  Joan  Hutt  Beranek  keeps 


busy  although  she  has  arthritis.  She 
lives  in  Panama  City  and  spoke  of  the 
devastation  from  Hurricane  Katrina. 

Joan  enjoys  playing  the  piano  at  church, 
works  at  the  polls,  and  helps  take  care 
of  her  grandchildren  who  live  nearby. 

Flo  Bell  Dillon,  who  has  lived  at  the 
Cape  for  13  years,  spends  a lot  of  her 
time  outdoors  doing  landscaping.  Her 
husband  is  retired  and  her  son  lives  in 
Myrtle  Beach,  South  Carolina.  Cathy 
Boyd  Harrington's  husband,  Ed,  has 
had  serious  health  problems.  However, 
they  plan  a trip  to  California  in  the  Fall. 
One  of  her  granddaughters  graduated 
from  UNH  and  has  a Law  degree.  She 
will  be  married  next  summer.  Another 
will  graduate  from  UMass  next  summer. 
Joanne  Brewer  Held  visited  Cathy  from 
Texas  as  she  does  each  year.  Joanne  has 
12  grandchildren  and  2 great  grandchil- 
dren. Jane  Echersall  March!  told  me  that 
she  is  a breast  cancer  survivor  and  has  a 
chronic  respiratory  condition.  She  and 
Tom  have  traveled  around  the  Califor- 
nia area  and  to  Hawaii  and  plan  a trip 
to  Switzerland  in  the  Fall.  Jane  spoke 
proudly  of  a grandson  who  will  start  col- 
lege to  major  in  Japanese,  having  been  to 
Japan  twice  to  visit.  Jane  said  that  Alice 
Bousquet  Duda  and  her  family  operate 
a golf  range.  Carlyn  Bryant  Spooner  has 
an  angioplasty  in  late  2004,  also  an  emer- 
gency herniorraphy  earlier  this  year, 
after  having  broken  an  ankle  last  year. 
Carlyn  has  been  a hospice  volunteer  for 
14  years,  which  she  finds  rewarding.  She 
does  water  aerobics  and  she  and  Dick  are 
active  Rotarians.  They  have  4 children 
and  5 grandchildren,  ages  from  2-16,  one 
of  whom  will  graduate  with  a degree  in 
Biology  in  March.  Marian  Mac  Naugh- 
ton  Rose  joined  Cathy  and  Joey  for 
lunch.  She  is  retired,  active  in  her  church, 
and  keeps  busy  with  friends  playing 
Bridge,  taking  trips,  and  shopping.  Mac 
has  a son  in  Pittsburgh  and  one  in  Hol- 
land and  4 grandchildren.  Inge  Morgan 
Richardson  and  Fred  hope  to  move  into 
assisted  living  soon  and  are  trying  to 


downsize.  She  shared  a story  about  her 
youngest  granddaughter  whose  minister 
showed  up  at  a family  picnic  and  per- 
formed a surprise  wedding  ceremony! 
Our  prayers  go  out  to  Pat  Holmberg 
Caffrey  whose  husband  is  seriously 
ill  with  cancer  of  the  esophagus.  They 
live  in  Nashau,  NH,  where  he  is  being 
treated  with  chemo  and  radiation.  Pat 
has  a daughter,  a nurse,  who  helps  care 
for  Joe  and  2 granddaughters  in  the  same 
city.  I enjoy  living  in  an  aparhrient  after  a 
serious  illness  in  early  2005.  Belmont  has 
an  achv^e  Senior  Center  where  I am  an 
ESL  instructor  and  belong  to  an  exercise 
group.  Also,  outings  with  friends.  My 
daughter,  Stephanie,  a school  nurse,  lives 
in  Belmont,  one  son  in  Framingham, 
one  in  Philly  2 daughters,  a pediatrician 
in  the  Berkshires  and  the  eldest  in  New 
Haven  whose  son  is  at  Yale.  Two  grand- 
daughters graduated  from  college  this 
year.  Keep  in  touch. 

1955,  March 

Patricia  Walker  Vining 
632Washington  Street  D-2 
Braintree,  MA.  02184 
gramsbostn@aol.com 

Jane  Riddell  Peppard  from  Georgetown, 
TX,  writes;  I was  recently  contacted  by 
a MGH  Nursing  Institute  student  who 
wanted  to  know  about  the  good  old 
days.  What  philosophy  of  nursing  did 
we  follow?  "Ruth  Sleeper's  philosophy 
of  blood,  sweat  and  tears  and  plenty  of 
hard  work,"  was  my  response.  "You  all 
don't  know  how  easy  you  have  it  today." 
Yet  those  three  years  were  the  best  of  my 
life.  Everlasting  friendships  were  made. 

I wish  the  School  of  Nursing  would  have 
a reunion  for  all  of  us  3 year  students 
- all  to  ourselves,  to  be  honored  for  the 
ground  work  we  laid  and  soon,  before 
all  of  us  pass  on.  I keep  in  touch  with 
Marge  Hinkley  Whipple,  Pat  O'Neil 
and  Patricia  Walker  Vining  via  phone. 
Life  is  great  and  hot  in  Texas.  I miss 


my  Red  Sox,  but  my  XM  Satellite  radio 
brings  me  all  the  games  here  on  the  fron- 
tier! Pat  and  Jane  communicate  weekly 
now  that  the  Red  Sox  are  playing.  Jane  is 
having  some  new  stories  published  soon. 
Elinor  McGaughey  Cassidy  writes:  Just 
want  to  let  you  know  that  Carolyn  Foss 
Young,  Joyce  Goodridge  and  I continue 
to  get  together  each  year.  Last  summer 
we  met  at  Carolyn's  home  in  NH.  We 
had  a wonderful  day.  This  year  it's  our 
place  at  Sebago  Lake,  ME.  Husbands 
are  included.  If  anyone  from  our  class 
is  interested  in  coming,  they  would  be 
most  welcome.  They  may  contact  me  via 
email  at  sebagodd@aol.com  or  write  to 
me  at  78  So.  Franklin  St.,  Holbrook,  MA 
02343. 1 haven't  arranged  a date  with  the 
others  yet.  I should  have  the  date  final- 
ized in  June  after  talking  with  Joyce  and 
Carolyn.  We  are  going  to  Ireland  the  last 
week  in  May,  and  I'll  make  the  plans 
after  that.  Anne  Hickey  Braveman 
informed  Pat  that  she  is  now  confined  to 
her  electric  wheelchair.  She  is  fortunate 
to  have  three  lovely  Haitian  sisters  who 
live  close  by  and  on  whom  she  depends. 
It  has  prevented  her  and  Mel  from  hav- 
ing to  relocate  into  an  assisted  living 
facility.  Mel  had  a silent  heart  attack  a 
couple  of  months  ago.  He  found  out  on  a 
visit  to  his  primary  care  physician.  He  is 
now  on  medication,  doing  well  and  has 
returned  to  the  Y.  Anne  and  Mel  are  avid 
Red  Sox  fans  and  don't  miss  a game.  Her 
personal  favorite  is  "Big  Papi!"  Baseball 
runs  in  the  family  and  Anne's  grandson, 
Jake,  who  is  10  years  old,  hit  two  doubles 
his  last  game! 

1955,  September 

Aline  Flynn  Sullivan 
287  Huron  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  491-2699 
alinesullivan@yahoo.com 

A card  at  Christnias  from  Kathy  Rene- 
han  Gilligan  informed  me  that  Harriet 


Spengler  Goetz's  husband,  Ronald,  died 
in  October.  Kathy  spent  February  in  FL. 
We  hope  to  get  together  soon.  Lois  John- 
son, who  was  unable  to  attend  our  50th 
due  to  hip  surgery,  had  a long  period  of 
discomfort  after  the  surgery.  It  was  fi- 
nally determined  that  she  had  a fracture 
of  the  pelvis  but  with  rest,  healing  had 
begun.  I spoke  with  Shirley  Donaghy 
Hamel  who  spends  the  winter  in  Florida. 
She  had  spoken  with  Janet  Burke  Potter 
who  also  lives  in  Naples.  She  reported 
that  Marie  Donovan  Kent,  who  is  now 
living  on  Cape  Cod,  volunteers  at  the  li- 
brary and  the  thrift  shop.  Marie  has  also 
taken  a course  in  gardening  and  is  busy 
with  her  new  pastime.  Shirley  had  spo- 
ken to  Jean  Campbell  Teague  who  said 
she  was  ticking  well.  Louise  Rigazzio 
Cryts  said  that  her  husband,  John,  is  on 
his  tenth  chemo  treatment  and  still  has  a 
very  upbeat  attitude.  They  had  a Panama 
Canal  cruise  planned.  Harriet  Beltrandi 
went  to  Hilton  Head  to  visit  friends  and 
got  in  touch  with  Lori  Agostini  Garreau 
who  lives  in  Hilton  Head.  The  Garreaus 
hav-e  built  a beautiful  home  which  they 
designed  themselves.  Lori  is  president 
of  a gourmet  club  in  her  area.  Doris  Butt 
Johnson,  udio  started  nursing  school 
in  our  class,  lives  in  Sun  Cit}',  SC.  They 
all  got  together  for  lunch  one  day.  Doris 
said  she  had  visited  Jean  Teague  the 
last  time  she  was  in  New  England.  After 
a very  rainy  April,  Spring  has  finally 
arrived.  There  is  nothing  like  Spring  in 
New  England. 

1957,  September 

Margery  Eramo 
19  Oriole  Road 
Westwood,  MA  02095 
}iiarger\fernmo@mmdsp'>ring.com 

The  1957  news  was  out  of  order  in  the 
Tall  Edition,  so  we  are  afraid  that  some 
might  have  missed  it  if  they  did  not  keep 
going  through  the  class  news.  Our  apolo- 
gies for  the  September,  1957  Class  notice 


that  was  placed  incorrectly  after  the  1960 
Class  News  in  the  last  Record. 

September  '57  50th  Reunion  year 

A block  of  15  rooms  with  2 double  beds 
each  have  been  reserved  at  the  Constitu- 
tion Inn  in  Charlestown  for  Friday  night, 
September  28th.  The  cost  is  $99  per 
room.  To  reserve  one  of  these  rooms,  call 
800-495-9622.  When  making  reservations 
tell  them  that  you  want  one  of  the  special 
discounted  rate  rooms  reserved  under 
MGHSON  50th  reunion  class". 

Pat  Norwood  Pevey  writes:  We  are 
attempting  to  compile  a list  of  class 
member's  addresses  and  especially  email 
addresses  for  communication  regarding 
plans  for  a 50th  Homecoming  celebra- 
tion. To  date  we  have  found  and  commu- 
nicated with  many  of  our  classmates,  but 
would  like  to  be  able  to  communicate 
with  all  remaining  classmates  to  dis- 
cuss what  events  would  be  of  interest  to 
them.  Homecoming  will  begin  at  MGH 
@ Keefe  Auditorium  on  Friday,  Septem- 
ber 28th  on  which  day  the  Helen  Sher- 
win  Eecture  will  take  place  and  Cynthia 
Eocke  Day,  who  has  consented  to  be  our 
class  speaker,  will  make  a presentation. 
She  has  taught  a class  for  nursing  stu- 
dents at  Rivier  College  and  will  speak 
on  her  experiences  there  as  well  as  her 
50  years  of  nursing  and  her  many  artistic 
talents.  She  has  been  and  continues  to  be 
active  in  nursing  and  nursing  education. 
Plans  are  also  in  the  works  for  those  who 
would  like  to  tour  the  MGH.  On  Satur- 
day there  will  be  Homecoming  at  the 
MGH  Institute  in  the  Charlestown  Navy 
Yard  where  there  will  be  a luncheon  and 
time  to  catch  up  on  the  past  50  years. 

If  you  have  not  been  contacted  to  date, 
please  contact  any  of  the  following: 

Pat  Norwood  Pevey  @ pat.pevey@hot- 
mail.com  or  29  Bayberry  Eane,  Bridgton, 
ME  04009  Cell  #(  207)415-2422  or  after 
6/7/07  (207)  647-8091 

Jo  Fredella  Gagnon  @ DGagnon03@msn. 
com  or  51  Butternut  Eane,  Methuen,  MA 


01844  (978)686-5622 

Barbara  Moran  Clancy  @ agatha_dot@ 
verizon.net  or  P.O.  Box  201,  Brookfield, 
MA  01506  (508-867-6043)  (there  is  an 
underscore  after  agatha  and  before  dot 
in  e-mail  address). 

Margery  Howe  Eramo  @ margeryera- 
mo(Smindspring.com  or  19  Oriole  Rd., 
Westwood,  MA  02095 

The  March  of  58  Class  will  be  celebrating 
along  with  us.  The  communication  and 
plans  for  their  section  are  being  handled 
by  Rita  Debonis  RO.  Box  493,  Berlin  NH 
03570  (603)-752-3856  or  @ rmdebo@veri- 
zon.net.  We  look  forward  to  seeing  you 
all  in  September  in  Boston! 

1958,  September 

Ruth  Gedies  Russo 
132  Woburn  Street 
Medford,  MA  02155 

Class  of  1958,  September  Section 

Hello  to  all  the  member  of  our  class- 
Hope  all  is  well . Just  a brief  note  to 
remind  all  of  you  of  our  upcoming  50th 
reunion  in  2008. 1 am  starting  to  make 
arrangements  for  our  "Golden  Anniver- 
sary" banquet,  and  I hope  to  hear  that 
many  of  our  class  members  will  be  able 
to  attend.  Til  send  out  a letter  with  more 
details  in  the  next  few  months. 

Tm  busy  completing  plans  for  a cruise  to 
Alaska  in  mid-September,  2007  with  the 
Submarine  Veterans  organization.  Sev- 
eral members  of  my  family  will  be  going 
with  me,  and  Tm  looking  forward  to  it. 
Stay  well  and  keep  in  touch. 

1959,  March 

Mary  Caira 

50  Watertown  Street,  #602 
Watertown,  MA  02472 

Alice  Wright  Burd:  No  news  with  her 
Christmas  card.  Gail  Kent  Clemmer: 
Gail  has  had  her  hands  full  during  an 


unsettle  year  with  selling  the  Pennsyl- 
vania house,  settling  in  Florida  and 
Delaware  homes.  She  spent  much  of  the 
summer  alone  in  the  Delaware  shore 
home  while  George  stayed  in  Florida. 
David  and  his  girlfriend  spent  time  with 
Gail  at  the  shore  home.  Gail  and  David 
were  in  Michigan  for  a wonderful  90th 
birthday  celebration  for  Mom  Clemmer. 
Ellen  has  had  health  problems,  while  she 
and  her  husband  and  children  are  on  a 3- 
year  mission  assignment  in  Africa.  Gene 
Shaffer  Corcoran:  Gene  has  had  a quiet 
and  healthy  year.  She  traveled  to  North 
Carolina  several  times,  where  two  of  her 
children,  JD  and  Susan  live.  JD,  Wendy 
and  their  three  daughters,  including 
Jenna  18  months  old,  are  all  well.  Susan, 
John,  and  son  Charles  are  fine.  Dan  and 
June  live  near  Gene  and  she  sees  them 
often.  Gene  works  10-15  hours  a week  as 
a companion  to  a lady  with  MS.  Nancy 
Bassett  Campbell.  Life  is  good  for  Nan- 
cy. She  and  Donald  are  well.  They  play 
duplicate  bridge  3-4  times  a week,  try 
new  recipes,  and  play  golf.  Any  enjoys 
teaching  and  coaching.  His  wife,  Kathy, 
also  teaches.  Their  sons,  Alex  and  Con- 
nor, are  well  and  active.  Belinda  is  an  as- 
sistant to  four  company  executives,  and 
Peter  teaches  guitar.  Cooper  remains  in 
Los  Angeles  and  works  at  a law  firm.  She 
travels  east  2-3  times  a year.  Carrie  teach- 
es computer  skills  in  community  colleges 
and  companies.  Simon  is  a fundraiser. 
They  have  2 girls,  ages  4 and  6.  Marilyn 
Thayer  Cote:  No  news.  Roslyn  Ruggiero 
Elms  Sutherland:  No  news.  Elaine  Fin- 
ley Flanigan:  Elaine  married  Her  Good. 
They  went  to  grammar  school  together. 
He  taught  English  in  Arlington,  MA  for 
30  years,  and  then  retired  to  a condo  in 
Vero  Beach.  FL.  Elaine  spent  the  winter 
there,  recovering  from  hip  replacement 
surgery.  She  did  not  change  her  name. 
Roberta  Fitzgerald:  Fitzie  called  me  after 
I finished  the  class  news.  She  has  moved 
to  an  apartment.  She  tried  living  outside 
the  city,  and  was  not  happy  with  that 
arrangement.  She  is  trying  to  sell  her 


studio  apartment.  She  has  been  in  physi- 
cal therapy,  as  she  has  a pinched  nerve  in 
her  neck.  In  May  she  will  travel  to  Ire- 
land to  see  her  cousins,  to  England  to  see 
Mary  Roy's  daughter,  Kay,  and  family, 
and  then  will  spend  a few  weeks  in  Italy. 
Amanda  McCrea:  No  news.  Maxine 
Clark  Hybarger:  Maxine  and  Ray  played 
Santa  and  Mrs.  Claus  at  homes,  hospi- 
tals, and  nursing  homes.  Gerry  is  in  a re- 
hab nursing  home  in  Santa  Cruz.  He  will 
be  permanently  in  a wheelchair.  He  has 
gained  some  measure  of  acceptance  of 
his  status,  after  a period  of  deep  depres- 
sion. He  was  able  to  spend  Christmas  at 
home  with  Maxine,  Ray,  and  Gail.  Gail 
has  completed  her  Masters  Degree,  and 
has  moved  to  her  own  cottage.  Maxine 
and  Gail  did  half-marathon  and  raised 
money  for  the  Neurofibromatosis  Foun- 
dation. Maxine  has  slimmed  down  and 
fits  into  the  hoop  skirt  petticoat  from  her 
wedding.  She  wore  the  petticoat  under 
her  costume  at  the  Dickens  Fair  in  San 
Francisco.  Their  travels  included  a cruis- 
es around  the  Horn,  and  from  Quebec  to 
New  York.  When  they  stopped  in  Boston 
on  the  cruise  to  New  York,  I had  delight- 
ful lunch  with  them  at  Durgin  Park. 
Barbara  King  Hemingway:  No  news. 
Eleanor  Dyer  Hamilton:  Ellie  continues 
to  work  in  the  Chelmsford  schools.  She 
hopes  to  move  into  her  in-law  apart- 
ment soon.  Ruth  Fife  Mann;  Ruth  and 
Ginger  are  fine.  They  are  active  in  their 
church.  Doug,  Erin,  and  the  boys  visited 
them  during  the  summer.  Martha  and 
Peter  added  a family  room  to  their  home. 
Rebecca  and  Allen  added  a barn  for 
Bens's  4H  flock  of  sheep.  Judith  Palmer 
Muggia:  No  news.  Mary  Jannino  Ro- 
meo: Mary  works  2 days  a week  with 
the  VNA,  mostly  in  Somerville.  Four 
grandchildren  are  in  college.  Mary  Dug- 
gan Roy:  No  news.  Suzanne  Seymour: 
Sue  is  enjoying  retirement.  She  will  be 
a grandmother- twin  boys  are  expected. 
Mary  Flannery  Caira:  Life  has  changed 
for  me.  Mike's  health  deteriorated  fur- 
ther in  December.  He  was  hospitalized 


for  a few  days.  He  was  tired  to  leading 
a limited  life,  and  declined  aggressive 
treatment.  He  came  home  with  Hospice 
services  on  December  20th.  He  died 
peacefully  on  December  26th.  I have  my 
sad  and  lonely  moments,  but  realize  that 
he  is  in  a better  place.  Since  I no  longer 
have  to  worry  about  medical  insurance 
for  him,  I will  retire  on  July  1st.  I hope 
to  enjoy  my  first  summer  off  since  I was 
15.  My  mother  died  in  February,  at  the 
age  of  93.  My  children  are  okay.  Michael 
works  in  medical  billing.  Maria  has  been 
promoted  at  Global  Insurance.  Cate  and 
Laura  are  busy  with  school  and  life. 
Chris,  Kelly  and  Abbey,  now  18  months, 
love  North  Carolina.  How  I miss  being 
more  involved  in  Abbey's  life!  I plan  to 
travel  more.  I am  in  the  midst  of  renovat- 
ing the  condo.  I have  a slew  of  projects 
waiting  to  be  completed  when  I retire.  I 
have  not  discovered  boredom  yet.  There 
will  be  a CEU  program  at  MGH  on  Sep- 
tember 28th  and  Homecoming  will  be  at 
the  MGHIHP  on  the  29th.  It  is  a chance 
to  hear  about  the  changes  at  both  places. 
In  September  2008,  we  will  celebrate  our 
50th  Anniversary  of  graduation  from 
Nursing  School.  I would  lover  to  see  ALL 
of  us  at  the  50th  - that  would  be  a record 
AND  a joy! 

1959,  September 

Jane  Marie  Henrick 
615  Mammoth  Road 
Dracut,  MA  01826-6113 
Mobile:  781-454-7153 

Tina  Chaleki:  I am  very  busy  as  Chair 
of  the  Cancer  Control/Education  of  the 
American  Cancer  Society  Relay  for  Life 
in  Louisa  County  Virginia.  I just  can't 
stay  away  from  Oncology!  They  are  do- 
ing fundraising  and  I am  also  on  a team. 
The  Relay  is  June  9th  and  10th.  I travel 
to  Massachusetts  for  visits  with  my 
mother  several  times  a year.  The  end  of 
May  she  will  be  honored  as  we  celebrate 
her  90th  birthday.  My  older  son,  Chris, 


and  his  wife  will  be  coming  from  Belize 
for  the  party.  They  have  been  in  Belize 
for  a year.  My  son  Tom,  is  retiring  from 
the  Air  Force  Reserve.  He  continues  to 
work  in  DC  as  a systems  analyst  for  the 
Coast  Guard.  Nancy  Sturtevant  Bray:  I 
am  continuing  my  constant  battle  with 
breast  cancer-  it  has  been  8 years.  Jane 
Adams  Watts:  I had  a great  trip  to  Italy 
in  March.  I went  with  my  older  son,  his 
wife,  their  kids,  and  my  sister.  I got  lost 
on  the  transit  system  in  Rome!  My  son 
was  afraid  to  let  me  loose  after  that!  I still 
read  to  the  kids  at  the  library  but  miss 
my  patients.  My  dogs  continue  to  keep 
me  company  at  home.  Sheila  Mur- 
phy Cram:  Fm  back  working  at  MGH 
performing  chart  reviews  as  part  of  an 
Infection  Control  research  project.  It's 
part  time  and  temporary  but  fun  to  be 
back!  The  place  has  changed  a lot  since 
we  were  there.  Bartlett  Hall  is  now  the 
Treadwell  Library.  They've  torn  down 
and  rebuilt  many  of  the  buildings  and, 
of  course,  added  more.  1 went  to  the  old 
cafeteria,  which  is  now  the  East  Street 
Cafe,  and  was  blown  away  by  the  chang- 
es. They  have  several  different  stations 
for  deli,  grill,  pizza,  pasta,  hot  foods, 
and  pre-made  stuff.  It  could  have  been 
designed  by  Disney  for  the  efficiency  in 
moving  people.  David,  the  class  baby, 
had  a medical  scare  last  year  when  he 
was  diagnosed  with  leukemia.  Referral 
Docs  at  Dana  Farber  quickly  changed 
this  to  MDS  but  said  they're  not  really 
sure  he  even  has  that.  1 guess  it  will  re- 
main a mystery  for  now.  Most  important, 
he  is  stable,  working,  and  doing  OK.  He's 
tired  at  the  end  of  the  day  but  that  could 
be  a function  of  his  job,  which  is  physi- 
cally hard. 

Ruth  Blandford  Brayton,  1 follow  with 
gratitude  your  updates  on  our  MGH 
classmates  and  think  it  is  wonderful  that 
you  have  taken  on  this  role.  Those  class- 
mates saw  me  through  an  'episode'  of 
breast  cancer.  Nancy  Bray,  Melba  Ar- 
mour, Jane  Watts  and  our  dear  now  de- 
parted Barbie  Ringkjob  were  my  'rocks' 


and  1 am  grateful  to  them.  1 am  a bit 
creaky  now  with  arthritis,  but  still  have 
many  blessings  to  keep  me  going.  Three 
unique  kids,  five  grandchildren,  a busy 
husband,  and  wonderful  old  friends — 
-Truly  the  UP  side  of  this  Internet  age  is 
the  ability  to  connect  again  across  miles 
and  years.  Jane  Hartwell  says  that  Jackie 
Flynn  Wilson  was  married  a few  years 
ago  to  Frank  Wilson.  They  are  in  Aus- 
tin Texas  living  in  a lovely  new  home. 
Mary  Furber  Raymond  and  Jane  visited 
Jackie  last  September  and  they  got  out 
gadding  about  and  enjoying  the  area. 

Of  course  they  did  a lot  of  reminiscing 
about  the  old  MGH  days.  Jackie  has  ALS. 
The  disease  is  now  limiting  her  activ- 
ity and  she  is  mostly  house  bound.  Jane 
and  Mary  will  be  visiting  again  in  May. 
Jackie  has  a talking  machine  to  help  her 
communicate.  If  you  want  to  reach  her 
send  me  an  email  and  1 will  give  you 
her  address.  Sharon  Walls  Billingham 
passed  away  on  March  1st.  It  appears 
she  had  a massive  heart  attack  and  was 
alone  at  her  home.  Her  husband,  Don, 
had  died  a few  years  ago.  A service  was 
held  at  St.  Francis  Episcopal  Church  in 
Merrimack  NH  where  she  had  lived 
for  many  years.  Betty  Boddy  Maple 
Thanks  for  forwarding  the  sad  news 
about  Sharon.  She  and  1 went  to  high 
school  together  in  Millinocket,  ME,  be- 
sides attending  the  same  class  at  MGH. 

1 just  returned  from  3 weeks  abroad  last 
night  and  read  my  email  this  morning. 
Needless  to  say,  1 was  shocked  to  read 
about  Sharon.  1 have  such  fond  memo- 
ries of  her  and  time  we  spent  as  adults 
at  Ambejejus  Lake  in  Maine.  Her  family 
owned  a cabin  not  far  from  a member  of 
my  family.  Anne  Halstead  Roth  is  now 
retired  from  her  job  as  Administrator  at  a 
skilled  nursing  residence.  She  has  health 
issues  that  has  kept  her  down  for  a few 
months,  but  are  under  control.  She  is  in 
the  process  of  moving  from  Chelmsford 
to  Nashua,  NH,  with  the  goal  of  spend- 
ing most  of  her  time  in  North  Fort  Mey- 
ers, FL,  starting  in  May.  Carol  Harris 


Wilson  and  Charlie  are  busy  helping 
their  daughter  run  her  Ballet  School.  The 
school  presents  a few  performances  each 
year  so  this  requires  a lot  of  costume 
and  set  building  and  support.  Of  course 
they  do  take  time  to  visit  their  grand- 
son in  PA.  Barbara  Phaneuf  Murphy 
Thank  you  for  contacting  me.  I do  hope 
to  attend  the  Fall  Reunion.  I am  so  out 
of  touch!  Thaiik  you  for  not  giving  up 
on  me.  Eleanor  Treinas  Prevoski , Life 
has  been  ver}'  challenging  for  Ellie  and 
Steve.  Steve  was  diagnosed  with  leuke- 
mia in  December  of  2004  and  has  been 
under  treahnent.  His  course  has  taken 
many  twists.  Currently  he  is  in  remis- 
sion again.  Hooray.  Ellie  works  per  diem 
for  a Home  Health  Agency  where  she 
has  been  employed  for  many  years.  She 
loves  the  patient  contact.  Margo  Johnson 
Taylor  sends  good  news  that  her  lym- 
phoma is  in  complete  remission.  She  is 
very  busy  with  taking  classes,  her  church 
and  her  many  cultural  interests.  In  the 
recent  Yale-New  Haven  Hospital  Amiual 
Report  there  was  a testimonial  from  a pa- 
tient who  is  a 20-year  survivor  of  uterine 
cancer  who  supports  the  new  YNHH 
cancer  center.  Ms  Riddickt  tells  the  fol- 
lowing: 'At  that  time  I was  a patient  at 
the  Women's  Center  at  YNHH.  Margo 
Taylor,  my  nurse,  told  me  I needed  to 
get  treatment.  1 had  no  money  and  I was 
ashamed  to  come  for  care  when  I could 
not  pay.  She  said  1 shouldn't  worry  about 
the  bill,  that  I could  get  care  anyhow. 
There  were  times  when  she  sent  a hospi- 
tal security  guard  to  come  and  get  me  for 
radiation,  because  she  knew  I wouldn't 
come."  Margo  says  "I  often  see  Ms  Rid- 
dick in  the  community,  and  she  always 
says  1 saved  her  life.  It  is  very  touching." 
Good  work  Margo.  Thanks  for  sharing 
this  will  all  of  us.  Phyllis  Harvey  Smith,  I 
spoke  with  Phyllis  on  the  phone  recently. 
She  and  David  have  sold  their  Amherst 
home  of  many  years.  They  have  moved 
to  a condominium  in  Bedford,  MA  near 
their  daughter.  They  look  forward  to 
spending  more  time  with  their  grand- 


children. Diane  Bailey  Roma  informs 
us  that  life  has  been  hectic.  We  returned 
from  Florida  early  this  year  to  attend  the 
induction  of  our  granddaughter  into  the 
nursing  honor  society.  Sigma  Theta  Tao 
International.  It  was  especially  important 
to  me  because  I am  on  the  board  of  the 
local  chapter  and  was  able  to  put  her  pin 
on  her.  It  was  a very  special  moment.  She 
is  graduating  from  Saint  Anselm  Col- 
lege Nursing  Program  this  year.  She  is 
the  fifth  RN  in  the  immediate  family.  We 
are  doing  our  share!  My  husband  and  I 
continue  to  enjoy  good  health.  He  is  just 
genetically  sound.  I,  on  the  other  hand, 
must  watch  what  I eat  and  go  to  the  gym 
five  days  a week.  It  keeps  me  busy  and 
also  allows  me  to  carry  40-pound  bags  of 
dirt  around  as  I work  in  my  various  gar- 
dens. We  will  go  to  Michigan  this  year 
for  a family  reunion  on  my  husband's 
side  and  to  Iowa  to  visit  with  a nephew, 
my  brother's  oldest  son.  The  rest  of 
the  time  we  spend  volunteering  at  our 
church,  ushering  at  a local  theater;  being 
a stand  in  grandma  for  young  couples  in 
the  church  whose  mothers  are  not  read- 
ily available  and,  in  Florida,  at  the  local 
hospital.  Life  is  good.  Best  wishes  to 
all.  For  Jane  Marie  Henrick:  Life  is  full 
with  my  continuing  genealogy  research, 
providing  childcare  for  my  9 year  old 
grand ciaughter,  and  2+  and  5 year  old 
grandsons.  If  all  goes  well,  in  the  fall  my 
daughter  will  give  birth  to  twin  boys. 

She  is  the  mother  of  the  2+  year  old.  I 
am  sure  I will  be  super  busy  for  a few 
months  once  they  are  here. 
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I have  heard  from  a number  of  class- 
mates and  they  are  in  agreement  that  a 
Friday  evening  cocktail  hour  at  MGH  in 
the  Trustees  Room  overlooking  Bulfinch 
Lawn,  followed  by  a diimer  in  the  former 
Doctor's  Cafeteria  would  be  welcome. 

It  has  to  be  Friday  night  as  no  weekend 
functions  are  available  at  MGH.  Once  I 
have  the  confirmed  September  date  for 
Homecoming  Weekend  in  2009, 1 will  be 


able  to  make  it  official. 
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Roberta  Rawson  Stidham 
1903  Oak  Point  Drive 
Middleboro,  MA  02346 
508-946-9373 
JOROST14163@aol.com 

Jan  Santos  Ludwig  moved  into  her  new 
home  early  fall,  2006,  in  Middletown, 

R.l.  She  and  Pete  plan  to  be  in  the  Seattle 
area  in  June  and  hope  to  connect  with 
Nancy  Wheaton  Merson.  Carol  Sharp 
from  Bath,  ME,  had  no  news  at  this  time. 
Gayle  King  Lee  from  Larchmont,  NY, 
sent  an  announcement  in  her  Christ- 
mas card  that  she  had  met  a wonder- 
ful man.  We  are  so  happy  for  her  and 
Bob!  Gayle  has  a lot  of  love  for  life  and 
shares  herself  with  family  and  friends. 
Genie  Weed  Baxter  of  Moraga,  CA  sent 
a Christmas  card  and  included  pictures 
of  their  3 children  and  grandchildren. 

She  and  Dan  continue  to  work  happily  at 
their  own  companies  and  have  no  plans 
to  retire.  Linda  Housman  of  Oakham, 
MA,  hopefully  made  it  to  Germany  with 
husband,  Ken.  Their  travel  plans  had 
been  delayed  due  to  Ken's  surgery.  Kate 
Rosenfeld  Latta  of  Middleton,  MA,  and 
Bill  are  enjoying  their  5 plus  years  of 
retirement  from  MGH.  Their  big  trip  this 
year  was  to  Australia  and  New  Zea- 
land. Both  of  them  climbed  the  girders 
of  the  Sydney  Harbor  Bridge.  You  are 
brave  and  daring  Kate  and  Bill.  Barbara 
Fuszek,  had  relocated  to  Knab,  UT.  She 
and  Ken  married  so  they  are  now  Ken 
and  Barby.  Angela  Barile  Walsh  of  West- 
erly, RL,  spends  time  at  their  condo  in 
Scottsdale,  AZ.  Mary  Gordon  of  Nian- 
tic,  CT,  wrote  an  interesting  letter.  Mary 
works  as  a contract  medical  writer  for  a 
small  biotech  firm.  She  can  work  20-24 
hours  a week  from  home.  She  now  has 
time  to  work  on  a novel  she  started  10 
years  ago.  She  has  3 daughters  and  1 son. 
All  of  them  still  live  in  New  England. 


Pat  Toas  Carden  is  home  in  Chatham, 
MA,  nursing  a broken  ankle.  Pat  was  on 
day  2 of  a trip  to  Greece  when  she  fell 
and  had  to  return  home.  Twelve  weeks 
of  immobility  prevents  her  from  driv- 
ing. Not  a good  situation  for  active  Pat! 
Nancy  Wheaton  Merson  of  Bainbridge 
Island,  WA,  has  been  taking  advantage 
of  good  skiing  condition  in  WA.  Jackie 
L'Esperance  of  Thousand  Oaks,  CA, 
and  Nancy  took  a trip  to  China.  They 
planned  to  bike,  travel  via  boat  and  ride 
camels.  Nancy  says  the  highlight  of  the 
trip  will  be  a visit  to  the  Panda  reserve. 
Jan  McCormack  Hargraves  of  Southbor- 
ough,  MA,  and  Julian  were  out  to  CA  to 
visit  their  son  and  6-year-old  grandson. 
Donna  Sweeney  Harrill  of  Westford, 
MA,  is  now  a grandmother.  Son,  Ed  and 
wife  had  a boy  in  December  2006,  in 
Indiana  where  they  live.  Son  Scott  is  still 
in  the  U.S.  Navy  and  is  now  stationed  in 
Newport,  Rl.  The  exciting  news  is  that 
they  have  finished  their  home  in  North 
Carolina  on  the  property  where  Ed's 
parents  lived.  We  will  meet  at  Donna's 
home  for  lunch  in  May  2007.  We  now 
have  about  25  of  us  meeting  twice  a year 
for  lunch,  laughs  and  sharing  of  memo- 
ries. Why  not  join  us  if  you  are  in  short 
commuting  of  where  we  meet?  Roberta 
Rawson  Stidham  shares  that  she  needs 
a total  knee  replacement  and  is  anxious 
to  see  a MGH  surgeon  on  June  1.  Ar- 
throscopic surgery  of  the  knee  in  January 
2007  helped  her  over  the  winter,  but  also 
revealed  the  need  for  a TKR.  She  en- 
joyed the  warmth  of  Florida  this  winter 
but  pain  prevented  her  from  doing  any 
physical  sports.  Roberta  is  still  looking 
for  email  addresses.  It  makes  it  easier  for 
her  to  notify  classmates  about  reunions 
and  luncheons.  She  asks  that  you  please 
keep  the  news  coming  so  she  can  share  it 
with  fellow  classmates. 

1961 

Marlene  Norton 


Roseycrest@aol.com 

From  Ann  Boivin:  In  December,  the 
"Alley  Gang"  had  a mini-  reunion  at  Sue 
Dailey  Danne's  house  in  Monroe,  CT. 

We  rounded  up  Carol  and  Peter  Halfon, 
Mary  and  Bill  Hayden,  Louise  Gengen- 
bach  and  her  husband  Gordon  Heisler 
and  me.  Except  for  Mary,  we  have  all  re- 
tired. Mary  still  works  two  days  a week 
in  a physician's  office.  She  occasionally 
fills  in  for  a nursing  supervisor  at  New- 
ton-Wellesley  Hospital.  She  and  Bill  are 
into  hiking  and  other  outdoor  activi- 
ties. Bill  is  a retired  High  School  English 
teacher.  They  have  3 grown  children;  2 
boys  and  a girl.  Bill  and  Mary  have  about 
5 grandchildren.  Sue  and  her  husband 
Uli  have  one  unmarried  son.  They  go 
to  Germany  for  extensive  visits  ev^ery 
couple  of  years.  Sue  is  still  the  warm, 
generous  and  funny  Sue  we  all  remem- 
ber. Carol  and  Peter  are  the  only  people 
1 know  who  still  live  in  the  same  house 
since  they  got  married.  They  spend 
much  of  their  time  traveling  between 
Boston  and  Buffalo  to  visit  grandchil- 
dren. Carol  was  the  director  of  a nursery 
school  connected  to  their  synagogue. 
They  have  2 girls,  both  in  the  Boston 
area.  The  oldest  has  3 children  and  the 
other  is  single.  Their  son  is  married  to 
a physician  and  lives  in  Buffalo.  Carol 
and  Peter  enjoy  yearly  cruises.  Tong  lost 
Eouise  and  Gordon,  who  works  for  the 
US  Forest  Service,  are  currently  affili- 
ated with  SUNY  NY  in  Syracuse,  where 
Gordon  has  a grant  to  work  on  research. 
They  were  in  State  college,  PA  for  years 
and  loved  it  there.  Eouise  has  done  a lot 
of  Public  Health  work  but  finally  gave 
it  up  when  she  turned  65. 1 guess  that 
brings  it  to  me.  I lost  Maurice  in  2001 
following  an  auto  accident  during  which 
he  suffered  a sheer  injury  to  the  brain. 

He  lived  for  5 weeks.  Since  then,  I have 
been  the  primary  caregiver  for  his  eldest 
brother  and  wife,  both  of  whom  have 
now  deceased.  I also  lost  my  mother 
and  Maurice's  sister.  During  those  years, 
both  my  children  Kathy  and  Chris  got 


married.  I have  two  granddaughters. 
Kathy's  Kate  is  2 years  old  and  Chris's 
Olivia  is  10  months  old.  I am  busy  and 
spend  most  of  the  year  at  my  home  in 
Wells,  V4  mile  from  the  beach.  I love  it!  In 
the  winter  I go  to  FI  for  I have  a condo. 
Most  of  my  spare  time  is  now  devoted  to 
making  quilts  for  project  Linus,  a charity 
devoted  to  traumatized  and  terminally 
ill  children.  It  is  very  rewarding.  Louise 
has  recently  talked  with  Betty  Adamski 
Schunke,  who  is  spending  the  winter 
in  Dillon,  CO.  She  is  in  good  health  and 
still  being  followed  by  Jocelyn  Clinic  in 
Boston.  When  I hear  more.  I'll  fill  you  in. 
From  Ann-Marie  Fitzpatrick  Hanson; 
Thank  you  for  your  note  reminding  me 
of  the  45th  reunion.  It's  hard  to  believe 
that  it's  45  years  later!  I would  love  to  be 
there  but  it's  my  daughter's  40th  birth- 
day and  I've  planned  to  surprise  her.  She 
lives  in  Philly.  I've  had  2 visits  to  Boston 
last  summer  to  visit  my  mother,  who  had 
a reverse  shoulder  replacement.  It  was  a 
slow  process,  but  she  is  doing  well.  I am 
presently  winding  down  my  job  with 
the  AK  Rice  Institute.  Have  been  with 
them  for  22  years.  We  do  group  relation's 
conferences.  It's  been  a most  interesting 
career.  My  3 daughters  are  all  grown  and 
are  wonderful  parents  to  my  12  grand- 
children. So  enjoyable!  I lost  my  husband 
Bill  3 years  ago.  The  children  do  help 
to  ease  the  loss.  My  best  wishes  to  all, 
Anne-Marie. 

Things  are  well  with  me.  I have  been 
busy  with  Linda  Orrell  helping  with  the 
Alumnae  Office  move  to  Philips  House 
3,  now  Founders  3. 1 love  being  there.  I 
recently  got  an  18" doll  in  student  uni- 
form (original  owner  not  known)  re- 
paired and  back  together.  She  now  is  in 
a case  and  resides  on  a shelf  there.  I am 
hoping  some  of  you  can  come  see  the 
office,  but  call  first.  I am  finally  getting 
out  the  email  list  of  those  of  you  who 
have  given  me  your  email  address.  If  you 
have  not  received  the  email  list  via  email 
when  you  read  this  and  want  to  be  on  it, 
please  email  me.  I hope  to  get  all  possible 


addresses  before  our  50th  reunion.  Oth- 
erwise, 1 spend  time  with  my  roses  and 
traveling.  Last  year,  I was  awarded  a life- 
time membership  from  the  New  England 
Rose  Society!  I am  still  their  librarian.  I 
am  going  on  the  Canadian  Rockies  train 
trip  in  June  and  that  includes  the  Calgary 
Stampede  and  seeing  the  lovely  Butchart 
gardens  in  Victoria,  BC.  I would  love  to 
hear  from  you  and  share  them  thru  The 
Record  but  ask  that  you  send  your  let- 
ters via  email  if  possible.  Hope  all  is  well 
with  you  all.  Thank  you  Ann  and  Anne- 
Marie  for  writing. 

Members  of  the  Class  of  1967: 

We  will  be  celebrating  our  40th  year  re- 
union this  September!  Evening  activities 
are  being  planned  for  Friday,  Sept.  28th 
and  Saturday,  Sept.  29th.  The  following 
activities  are  being  planned: 

• Friday,  Sept.  28th  -MGH  tour 

• Friday,  Sept.  28th  - A gathering 
will  be  held  at  the  South  Boston  home  of 
Chris  Driggs  Wells.  You  may  contact  her 
for  details  via  email  @ christine_wells@ 
tufts-health.com 

• Saturday,  Sept.  29th  - we  will  at- 
tend the  Homecoming  festivities  at  the 
MGH  Institute 

• Saturday  evening  - reservations 
will  be  made  at  a local  restaurant 

If  you  would  like  more  information, 
contact  Sue  (Spilman)  Pappas  at  sue. 
pappas@rcn.com  or  (610)  258-7522.  Come 
and  join  us! 

1969 

Katherine  Marag  Richo  writes;  I have 
been  involved  in  the  MGHSON  archival 
project  and  enjoying  it  immensely.  Our 
School's  history  comes  alive  and  our  pre- 
decessors proved  to  be  visionaries  every 
step  of  the  way! 


1971 

Donna  Marwell  Hovev 
15  Kimball  Lane 
Casco,  ME  04015 
dhoveyl@maine.rr.com 

I saw  Ruth  Kilduff  recently  and  she  in- 
formed me  that  Maureen  Scully,  Nancy 
Steets,  Deb  Reading,  Chris  Camarta  and 
Sandy  Geisler  get  together  regularly  to 
visit  and  reminisce  about  MGH  days.  I 
ran  into  Lorraine  Marchand  on  Knee- 
land  Street  last  year.  She  is  working  at 
Newton  Wellsley  Hospital  in  the  Operat- 
ing Room.  Edie  McCausland  and  I keep 
in  touch.  Hopefully,  this  summer  we  can 
get  together.  In  the  newsletter  for  MGH 
Patient  Care  Services,  Sheila  Burke  and 
three  other  researchers  received  fund- 
ing for  their  study,  "Evaluation  of  Basic 
Arrhythmia  Knowledge  Retention  and 
Clinical  Application  by  Registered  Nurs- 
es." On  a sad  personal  note  my  husband, 
Jim,  passed  away  November  29,  2006, 
after  a lengthy  illness.  We  had  been  mar- 
ried over  thirty  years.  I am  blessed  to 
have  two  wonderful  children,  a support- 
ive family  and  friends  that  sustained  me 
during  such  a difficult  time. 

1973 

Mary  Brower  writes  that  she  keeps  in 
touch  with  Betty  Halloran  Knox  and 
Ellen  Mossman  Ohlundsen.  Mary  and 
Betty  live  in  MA  and  Ellen  in  EL.  Mary 
is  still  working  in  Worcester  in  a PACU/ 
Surgical  Day  Surgery  Unit  and  doing 
Hep  C teaching  for  a GI  doc.  She  just  ap- 
plied to  Framingham  State  for  a graduate 
certificate  in  Nursing  Education. 


2007  Homecoming  Registration 


Yes,  count  me  in  for  the  2007  Homecoming! 

Please  register  me  for: 

O Friday,  Sept.  28  CE  Program 

NAA  Members  - $20  Non-Members  - $30 

O Saturday,  Sept.  29  Homecoming  Luncheon 

$60  per  person* 

□ I plan  to  attend  the  morning  sessions  - free 

O Friday  & Saturday  Programs,  Sept.  28  & 29 

NAA  Members  - $80  Non-Members  - $90 

PLEASE  PRINT 

Name  and  Class  Year 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Phone  Email 

Make  check  payable  to  MGH  Nurses'  Alumnae  Association  and  mail  to: 

MGH  NAA  Homecoming 
PO  Box  274 

Princeton,  MA  01541-0274 

All  reservations  must  be  received  by  September  14,  2007.  No  re- 
funds for  cancellations  received  after  September  14,  2007.  Space  is  limited 
and  no  onsite  registration  will  be  available. 

* Scholarships  available;  contact  Mary  Caira,  Homecoming  Chair,  at  (617)926-9944 
or  mcaira44@comcast.net. 


Felicia  Kulig  Fullerton  or  Sally  Johnson  Scholarship  Application 

General  Requirements: 

1.  Active  member  of  the  Alumnae  Association  (paid  up  dues  for  2 years  prior  to  applying 
and  for  the  duration  of  the  scholarship). 

2.  Application  must  be  received  preferably  by  May  1st  or  prior  to  the  course  of  study. 

3.  Scholarship  to  be  returned  if  another  full  tuition  grant  is  awarded. 

4.  Preference  will  be  given  if  the  degree  pursued  is  in  Nursing. 

5.  A copy  of  the  course  registration  must  be  submitted  before  the  check  will  be  released. 

6.  End  of  the  semester;  passing  grades  must  be  submitted  showing  completion  of  course. 

Name  of  Applicant 

(last)  (first)  (middle/maiden) 

Present  Address 

Telephone  Number/Email  Address 

Permanent  Address  ( if  different  from  above) 

Date  of  Graduation  from  MGH  or  MGH  Institute 
State  currently  registered  in  

How  long  have  you  been  an  active  member  in  the  Alumnae? 

Have  you  applied  for  or  received  any  other  scholarship  assistance? 

If  so,  please  give  sources,  amounts  and  date  received 

Which  college/university  do  you  plan  to  attend? 

Tuition  needed  for  course  or  semester  credits 

Attending  full  or  part  time? total  credits  earned  to  date 

Any  porbon  of  the  course  cost  reimbursed  by  your  employer? 

When  do  you  anticipate  receiving  your  degree? 

What  degree  are  you  working  towards  in  Nursing? other  field? 

What  are  your  future  plans  in  Nursing? 

Education  other  than  MGH  or  MGH  Institute: 

College/University  Address  Dates  Attended  Credits/Degrees 


Professional  Experience  since  Graduation  from  MGH  or  MGH  Institute:  Inclucie 
position,  full  or  part  time,  agency  and  dates.  Attach  a separate  sheet  if  needed. 


I have  read  the  statements  in  this  application  and  declare  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  they  are  correct. 

Signature Date 

Public  Law  9338  makes  it  necessary  to  have  a signature  in  order  to  look  at  your  school  records.  Sign- 
ing of  this  application  gives  the  committee  chairperson  permission  to  look  at  your  MGH  or  MGH 
Institute  school  records,  if  necessary.  Rev/2002 


Annabella  McCrae  Loan  Fund  Application 


The  loan  fund  is  available  to  active  members  of  the  Alumnae  Association  to  aid  in 
further  education  in  the  field  of  nursing.  A sum  not  to  exceed  $8,000  may  be  borrowed  per 
lifetime.  Repayments  are  made  on  a monthly  installment  plan,  due  on  the  10th  of  each  month, 
commencing  three  months  after  completion  of  the  program.  Full  details  of  the  loan  fund  are 
available  from  the  Alumnae  Office. 

Name  of  Applicarvt 

(last)  (first)  (middlc/maiden) 

Present  Address 


Telephone  Number/Email  Address 

Permanent  Address  ( if  different  from  above) 

Date  of  Graduation  from  MGH  or  MGH  Institute 

State  currently  registered  in  

How  long  have  you  been  an  actic^e  member  in  the  Alumnae? 

Have  you  applied  for  or  received  any  other  scholarship  assistance? 

If  so,  please  give  sources,  amounts  and  date  received 

Which  college/university  do  you  plan  to  attend? 

Tuition  needed  for  course  or  semester credits 

Attending  full  or  part  tinae? totalxredits  earned  to  date 

Any  portion  of  the  course  cost  reimbursed  by  your  employer? 

When  do  you  anticipate  receiving  your  degree? 

What  degree  are  you  working  towards  in  Nursing? other  field? 

What  are  your  future  plans  in  Nursing? 

Education  other  than  MGH  or  MGH  Institute: 

CollegeAJniversity  Address  Dates  Attended  Credits/Degrees 


Professional  Experience  since  Graduation  from  MGH  or  MGH  Institute:  Include 
position,  full  or  part  time,  agency  and  dates.  Attach  a separate  sheet  if  needed. 


/ have  read  the  statements  in  this  application  and  declare  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  they  are  correct. 


Signature 


Date 


Public  Law  9338  nrakes  it  necessary  to  have  a signature  in  order  to  look  at  your  school  records.  Sign- 
ing of  this  application  gives  the  committee  chairperson  permission  to  look  at  your  MGH  or  MGH 
Institute  school  records,  if  necessary.  Rev/2000 


In  Memoriam 


1928  Mildred  Crowe  Meisner,  March  1,  2007 
1930  Esther  E.  Darling  Randall 
1933  Penelope  L.  Hutchinson  Garrett 
1935  Astrid  Martenson  Winn,  in  February  4,  2005 
1936  Eva  M.  Borrner  Hardy,  December  16,  2006 
1937  Blanche  Jukins  Zaniewski,  November  1,  2006 
1938  Ada  Lawrence  Plummer,  March  18,  2007 
1944  Ann  Hart  Dickens 
1946  Phyllis  H.  Ward  Robinson 
1947  Ruth  Carter  Dolloff 
1948  Helen  Arikian,  February  6,  2007 
1948  Patricia  Sullivan  Conefrey 
1953  Elizabeth  Doyle  Sheehy,  April  4,  2007 
1955  Shirley  Kelley  Forston 
1957  Joan  Saucier  Costello,  March  27,  2007 
1957  Joyce  Ladabouche  Phoenix  Riewald,  June  6,  2007 
1959  Emmie  Zahka  Brown 
1959  Sharon  Walls  Billingham,  March  1,  2007 


Do  You  Own  the  Set? 


A Centennial  Review 
1873-1973 

The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
School  of  Nursing 

By 

Sylvia  Perkins 
Available  for  $10  per  copy 


The  Next  Twenty-Five  Years 
1973-1998 


By 

Karen  Wolf 

Available  for  $15  per  copy 


An  Alumnae  Tribute 

A history  of  the  MGH  Nurses' 
Alumnae  Association 

And  Summary  of  the  125th  Celebration  - 1999 

By 

Linda  Lass-Orrell 
Available  for  $15  per  copy 
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